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PSC demands paid family leave
BY MAYA KASHYAP
NEWS EDITOR
On Feb. 14, members of the Pro-
fessional Staff  Congress, CUNY’s 
union, gathered to protest the lack 
of paid parental or family leave. 
Th e demonstration, on the 
lower level of the VC, was strategi-
cally planned for Valentine’s Day, 
as their table contained red cards 
saying “CUNY, stop breaking our 
hearts! Give us time with our fami-
lies!” 
Students, faculty and staff  were 
encouraged to sign these cards.
Th e PSC’s intention was to send 
these cards to CUNY Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein in an eff ort to 
change the current policy. As of 
now, the policy states that faculty 
and staff  are entitled to 12 unpaid 
weeks of leave under Th e Family 
and Medical Leave Act. 
Employees are also entitled to 
ongoing health insurance cover-
age and their job when they return. 
However, “expected or new moth-
ers in the CUNY system are also 
required to use their paid sick leave 
for all or part of that same period,” 
said Tracie Stahan, correspondent 
for WNBC News who recently fea-
tured the story.
Th e demonstration took place 
across 13 CUNY campuses and ac-
cording to the PSC website, “they 
gathered thousands of signatures.” 
Peter Hitchcock, Chapter Chair of 
the PSC Baruch Chapter, manned 
the table here. When asked why he 
felt the issue of unpaid leave was so 
important, he stated, “it has a big 
eff ect on the hiring and retention of 
young faculty.”
Keena Lipsitz, PSC paid-fam-
ily-leave activist and assistant pro-
fessor at Queens College noted in 
the Clarion, the newspaper of the 
PSC, that most other schools in the 
NY region “off er six to eight weeks 
paid leave for the birth mother, and 
on top of that, a lot of them will al-
low fathers, adoptive parents and 
other new parents to take a certain 
amount of time for child care leave,” 
but CUNY does not.
At the Baruch table, Hitchcock 
noted that he had collected 50 
cards so far. Th ough, expressing 
disapproval with the current CUNY 
policy, he noted, “for them its al-
ways a question of dollars.”
ALEX SKURATOVSKY I THE TICKER 
Professor Peter Hitchhock explains PSC demands to a curious student.
Students, 
faculty 
network 
at social
BY MEGAN LAW
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
“Growth through education” 
was the theme of the Faculty Social, 
which took place in the multi-pur-
pose room of the Vertical Campus 
during club hours on Th ursday, 
Feb. 21. Th is event was sponsored 
by Sigma Alpha Delta and co-spon-
sored by the Undergraduate Stu-
dent Government, Th e Ticker, and 
Baruch Radio.
“Th e purpose of the Faculty So-
cial is to bring faculty and students 
together in an informal social set-
ting for information sharing and 
better relationships,” said Harb 
Johnson, the president of Sigma Al-
pha Delta.
SEE SOCIAL PAGE 6
‘Panama’ visits Baruch
BY VENESSA STRACHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
On Wednesday, Feb.13, a panel 
of Baruch College professors, in-
cluding social activist and former 
member of the Young Lords party, 
Vicente “Panama” Alba,  discussed 
the history and implications of the 
black power movement, encour-
aging students to make their own 
mark in history.
A former member of the Young 
Lords Party — an organization that 
led a rebellious movement in the 
‘60s and 70s’ based on community 
activism and educational equality 
— roused the crowd with his stories 
of struggle and declaration of self-
identity.
“We did not know we were mak-
ing history,” Panama said about 
his own involvement in the Young 
Lords. “I was not thinking, 20 years 
from now, this is going to be dis-
cussed in colleges.” 
He urged the crowd of about 75 
students — predominantly Black 
and Hispanic, to think about them-
selves in the same way: “History 
is being written by you, based on 
what you do or don’t do,” he said. 
Th at group of frenetic students 
gathered that evening in the Verti-
cal Campus to engage in a conver-
sation about social movements and 
their relevancy today.
Th e panel members included 
Professors Regina Bernard Johanna 
Fernandez, who is currently writing 
a book on the Young Lords and Ar-
thur Lewin, chairman of the black 
and hispanic studies department at 
Baruch. 
While Professors Lewin and 
Fernandez off ered a historical nar-
rative of the social movements 
throughout the event and Bernard 
urged students to take charge of 
their own voices, Panama called on 
his own experiences.
“We need to come to terms with 
the fact that Africa runs through 
our blood and indigenous peoples’ 
blood runs through our veins; what 
we need to do is learn who we are 
and be proud of who we are!” he 
said, followed by loud applause.
Panama also spoke about co-
lonialism in Puerto Rico, referring 
to what he called a military and 
fi nancial invasion. “Yes, there is a BORIS BERDICHEVSKY I THE TICKER
Vicente “Panama” Alba tells it like it is.SEE LATINO PAGE 4
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF  WRITER
On Monday, Feb. 4, the Demo-
cratic Staff  of the House Committee 
on Education and Labor released 
its three page report “FY 2009 Bush 
Budget: Another Year of Drastic 
Education Program Cuts, Funding 
Reductions and Broken Promises,” 
listing major failures of the Presi-
dent’s budget. 
“President [George W.] Bush 
proposes $59.2 billion for the De-
partment of Education, freezing 
the agency at the 2008 Omnibus 
level despite rising college costs 
and challenging academic require-
ments under the No Child Left Be-
hind law. 
Bush also eliminates 47 key ed-
ucational programs, reducing the 
federal investment in education by 
more than $3.2 billion,” stated the 
opening lines of the report. 
One of the main points of criti-
cism is President Bush’s second at-
tempt to eliminate the Perkins Loan 
program, even though his fi rst at-
tempt failed in 2006 when Congress 
reauthorized this program and the 
president, himself, signed it into a 
law. 
Th e Perkins Loan is listed on 
Baruch’s Financial Aid Page along 
with the Pell Grant and Federal 
Supplemental Educational Oppor-
tunity Grant (SEOG), all of which 
will be aff ected by the new budget, 
as available fi nancial aid option to 
eligible Baruch students. Th e bud-
get proposes the elimination of 
both the Perkins loans program, 
SEOG, and only enough funding for 
the Pell Grant to meet the levels set 
in the College Cost Reduction and 
Access Act- making the maximum 
grant $4,800 for the 2009-2010 
school year. 
Pell grants range from $400 to 
$4130 a year and are awarded to 
U.S. citizens and eligible non-citi-
zens. SEO grants range from $100 
to $4000 a year and are awarded to 
a limited number of U.S. citizens or 
eligible non-citizen based on fed-
eral analysis of whether they dem-
onstrate extreme need. 
Th e Perkins loan program lends 
eligible students up to $3000 a year. 
Th e borrowers are charged the in-
terest rate of fi ve percent beginning 
on the fi rst day of the ninth month 
and repayments, with minimum 
monthly repayment of $40, begin 
on the fi rst day of tenth month after 
they are no longer enrolled for at 
least six credits. 
Bush’s 
cuts hurt 
students
SEE PERKINS PAGE 5
News
CUNY launches new warning system
n CUNY A!ert offers 
uniform mobile 
notification system 
to students across 
all 24 campuses
BY BRITT YU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Earlier this year, CUNY unveiled 
a new emergency notifi cation sys-
tem. Students, faculty and staff  who 
sign up for CUNY A!ert will be able 
to receive text messages and voice 
mail about anything that could dis-
rupt campus activity. 
Unlike AirBaruch, this system 
is available to anyone who attends 
the 24 CUNY schools.
 According to a newsletter sent 
to Baruch’s faculty and staff  from 
President Kathleen Waldron’s of-
fi ce, CUNY A!ert is considered an 
excellent step towards making sure 
everyone in the college community 
is safe.
According to the FAQ section of 
the webpage, people will be noti-
fi ed of things such as school clos-
ings due to weather, utility failure 
on campus and even if there is an 
active shooter at large. 
Th e messages will vary from de-
tailed instructions to general warn-
ings depending upon the situation. 
Registration has begun this 
month and CUNY A!ert will acti-
vate after this sign-up period. To 
sign up, students must go to cuny.
edu/alert. 
Th ose who already have CUNY 
Portal accounts will need to log-in 
with the same user name and pass-
word. Afterwards, people must pro-
vide at least one e-mail address and 
one school the system can use and 
keep track of. 
Providing phone numbers is 
only necessary if the person wants 
voice-mail and/or text messages 
sent there as well.
In light of the Virginia Tech 
shooting in April 2007, universi-
ties across the country have taken 
measures to try and ensure their 
students’ safety, including CUNY. 
According to Olayinka Fada-
hunsi, Baruch’s web communica-
tions coordinator, CUNY A!ert is 
part of the bigger statewide alert 
system, NY-Alert, and thus the way 
the two work are similar. 
SUNY’s own emergency noti-
fi cation system is part of it as well. 
Fadahunsi has also stated that it 
has been recommended that stu-
dents sign up for both AirBaruch 
and CUNY A!ert.
  ILLUSTRATED BY DUSTIN WINEGAR I THE TICKER
Panel takes aim at racism
BY HASSAN ZUBAIR
STAFF WRTITER
On Tuesday, Feb. 19, Baruch 
College hosted a panel discus-
sion about the racial disparities 
in law enforcement titled “Race 
and Criminal Justice System.” Th e 
Pre-Law Society and History Club 
sponsored the event, as part of 
Black History Month. Dr. Delores 
Jones-Brown, the director of Cen-
ter on Race, Crime and Justice at 
CUNY John Jay College, and Daniel 
J. Freeman, a legal fellow at the New 
York Civil Liberties Union were the 
expert speakers. 
Th e condition of the criminal 
justice system is of great alarm to 
most people. Any improvement in 
race relations requires addressing 
how the fl awed justice system ad-
versely aff ects people of color. “It 
plays off  of and magnifi es socioeco-
nomic disparities that exist between 
diff erent class and racial groups,” 
Freeman said. For example, during 
January 2006 and September 2007, 
police stopped 453,042 blacks and 
only 94,530 whites, NYPD records 
show. 
Civil rights groups argue that 
law enforcement practices have 
negatively aff ected the black com-
munity. Sending black men off  to 
prison economically devastates 
their families and communities. 
Long prison sentences ruin any 
prospect of social rejuvenation in 
the neighborhood. Th ey are also 
robbed of their  ability to vote.
A major area that civil rights 
groups are working on is indigent 
defense, the right to an attorney. 
Counties across the U.S. are cutting 
back on legal defense services. Th ey 
subcontract to the lowest-bid fi rms. 
As a result, blacks cannot aff ord the 
fees and are forced to plead guilty 
to mandatory sentences. 
Social myths and media bias 
worsens people’s perception of the 
minorities groups in terms of race 
and crime. A myth claims that drug 
use is more widespread among 
blacks than white. In fact, they 
just use diff erent drugs. It hints 
that white drug users are caught 
less frequently than black drug us-
ers. Continuous coverage of crime 
scenes also plays into the myth 
that blacks and minorities commit 
more crime. People expect them 
to be criminals and thus should be 
suspected and searched, Dr Jones-
Brown said. Recent New York Daily 
News statistics show that while His-
panics and blacks make up about 
50 percent of the NYC subways rid-
ers, they account for 90 percent of 
those stopped.
Jones-Brown talked about how 
Kingston, Ontario Police apolo-
gized for racial profi ling when sta-
tistics revealed injustices against 
people of color. While Canadian 
law enforcement has cracked down 
on “systemic racism, “U.S. police 
departments try to justify or ex-
plain the statistics, added Jones-
Brown. Racial profi ling is against 
the law and cannot be justifi ed. All 
citizens, regardless of race, cannot 
be deprived of their constitutional 
rights provided under the Fourth 
Amendment. It is important to look 
into the particular phrases of the 
legislation, featured experts noted. 
Polls show that most people want 
the government to do everything 
possible to make us safer as long as 
the practices do not personally in-
convenience them.
Th ough racism in the justice sys-
tem is prevalent across the country, 
civil rights advocates acknowledge 
the great work of law enforcement. 
Th ey admit that cops honestly be-
lieve in enforcement practices and 
risk their lives in the line of duty. 
Freeman clarifi ed that “A lot of po-
lice offi  cers are out there trying to 
help the city. Th ey are public ser-
vants. Demeaning them does not 
help.” 
What needs to change is how 
the police go about enforcing laws 
and respecting civil liberties. Edu-
cation and legislative advocacy en-
gage the communities and brings 
law enforcement together to help 
prevent crime, Freeman added. 
BORIS BERDICHEVSKY I THE TICKER 
Dr. Dolores Jones-Brown, left, and Daniel Jay Freeman, discussed race and justice.
Live@Baruch postponed
BY MAYA KASHYAP
NEWS EDITOR
On Feb. 15, it was announced 
through an email that the launch of 
live@Baruch, the college’s new e-
mail system, is being postponed.
Christian Keck, director of stu-
dent computing in the Baruch 
Computing and Technology Center 
(BCTC), noted that since Microsoft 
maintains the system, “we do not 
get reports on how many students 
have created accounts or logged 
on.” Out of the 17,000 possible ac-
counts, “only 4000 have logged on 
and sent emails,” says Keck. “Th at’s 
not really a high percentage.” Th e 
only way they knew of the 4,000 
is because of the prize raffl  e the 
BCTC initiated. Th e raffl  e required 
students to email back to a certain 
address. Keck assumes there may 
have been more people who signed 
up but did not bother to participate 
in the raffl  e.
A meeting will take place today 
among Baruch, CUNY and Micro-
soft to discuss where they stand and 
plans for the launch of the system. 
Keck mentioned that the BCTC 
is looking for new ways to reach out 
to the student body. “We are target-
ing a campaign to faculty saying, 
‘Remind your students to register 
and access your account,’” notes 
Keck. “We want to make this cam-
paign as successful as possible be-
cause this is a CUNY initiative,” he 
said. He also mentioned that they 
are reaching out to USG and GSA. 
“We are giving [GSA] fl iers to hand 
out during the Grad Social,” Keck 
states.
Keck does state that they are 
trying to get the new system off  the 
ground as soon as possible. “Th e 
longer that we wait, the more we 
get into the semester. We have to be 
careful that we do it during a time 
that’s going to be best for the stu-
dent body and administration, he 
says. “We’ve got to do it within the 
next couple of weeks.”
Kellie, our thoughts and prayers go 
out to you and your family.
We hope to see you 
back soon.
  -Your  Ticker
Family 
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Z i c k l i n  A f r i c a
B u s i n e s s C l u b
WELCOME
TO AFRICA
Tuesday, February 26th - 12:30 p.m to 2:00 p.m.
Newman Conference Center Library Building (7th ﬂoor)
www.ZicklinAfrica.com
Baruch College’s Zicklin Africa Business Club 
invites you to 
Featured Panelists
Mahen Bonetti - Founder and Executive
Director
 African Film Festival, Inc.
Mr. Koﬁ Boateng
Chief Operating Ofﬁcer
Africa-America Institute (AAI)
Amini Kajunju
Executive Director
Workshop in Business Opportunities (WIBO)
Obinna Isiadinso
Managing Member
Monolith Africa Investment Master Fund, Ltd.
Thomas S. Mims Founder, 
Chief Executive Ofﬁcer
Emerging Africa Ltd.
Donna Katzin 
Executive Director
Shared Interest
Prof. James Small - President 
Cultural Heritage African Tours
Corporate Sponsors Baruch Sponsors
This event is designed to set the stage for specific sector discussions of the African economy & also to explore varying 
dimensions of Africa including business & investments, entertainment & art, sustainability & education, etc.  
Delicious African cuisine will be served
An Inspirational Video by Euvin Naidoo, 
President of the South Africa Chamber of 
Commerce - America will be featured.
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Music professor strikes back
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
After 35 pages of comments 
about music Professor Andrew 
Tomasello on RateMyProfessors.
com, the producers at mtvU.com 
decided to give him a chance to 
respond to the allegation that he 
was “Mean, not cool” in a series of 
online video clips. It’s pretty much 
what you would say if someone 
said that about you. Except that it’s 
bleeped out.
Tomasello’s videos, which pre-
miered last week, are poised to go 
viral. While Ross Martin, senior 
vice president and director of pro-
gramming at mtvU, would not di-
vulge actual ratings, he did say, “It’s 
a large amount. It’s not just in New 
York City, but nationwide.” Even 
blogs like BestWeekEver.tv have 
linked to his videos.
Eight episodes, each less than 
a minute long, record his brutally 
frank assessment of student com-
ments—not all unfavorable—about 
his class, his quizzes and his sense 
of humor. Tomasello said he en-
joyed doing the videos. “Th ey were 
shot outside in Washington Square 
Park,” he said. “It looks like I’m in 
a cage.” He asked the segment pro-
ducer if it was okay to curse. Appar-
ently it is. “I got out my inner Joe 
Pesci.”
Even though Tomasello has 
been teaching for over 26 years at 
Baruch, his early academic career 
had a rocky start. He fl unked out as 
a freshman. 
He chose the wrong school, was 
spending too much time playing in 
a band and, he said, “As a rule, boys 
tend not to mature. Th ose negative 
reviews are from these same boys 
with issues with their father. I tell 
them—Don’t confuse me with your 
father!”
In one video, he alleges that 
some of the bad reviews are by the 
same students, reviewing him over 
and over. He can tell because they 
misspell his name the same way 
and put down the same incorrect 
course number each time.  
Donte Blackwell, a senior and 
a music major, never used a rating 
website but said Tomasello was a 
great professor. “I learned a lot from 
him. Th e key to him is don’t try to 
B.S. him.” William Ho, also a senior 
and an accounting major had him 
freshman year. “He’s very passion-
ate about music,” he said. Both stu-
dents agreed that if you study mu-
sic at Baruch, it is diffi  cult to avoid 
taking a class taught by Tomasello. 
“Sooner or later,” Blackwell said, 
“you have to take him.”
A lot of professors follow their 
own ratings on these websites. 
“You can see why students think 
that,” Tomasello said. “Everyone 
has a point of view. 
At Baruch there are 60 credits 
that don’t relate to business. Stu-
dents want practical answers to 
questions like how do you make 
money in music. Like the stock 
market. How do you make money 
in the stock market? If professors 
knew, they would be out doing it.”
He said the study of music is not 
practical. When he fi rst started out, 
everyone was sending cassettes to 
radio stations. Now it is clips on 
the internet or music on MySpace. 
“You have to be ready for the next 
big change. Th at’s why the empha-
sis is on the theoretical. All of this 
keeps you fl exible,” he said.
When asked if he thought the 
criticism of him was fair, he said 
that public school students are of-
ten subjected to “the soft bigotry of 
low expectations,” a phrase popu-
larized by President George W. 
Bush. 
“Th at’s why I give out tough love 
in class,” he said. “Th ere are good 
students here. I make you into bet-
ter students. I make you push your-
self. Th at little bit extra makes you a 
better student.”
MTVU.COM
Professor Andrew Tomasello counters students’ comments about him.
Grad student opens fire
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
STAFF WRTITER
On Th ursday, Feb. 14 a college 
in the United States suddenly be-
came the focus of the media when 
seven people were killed and 15 in-
jured on campus. At the Northern 
Illinois University, 65 miles from 
Chicago, a former student walked 
into a lecture hall and opened fi re 
on the students before taking his 
own life.
Immediately hitting the fl oor, 
students tried to avoid the bullets 
while fi guring out how to escape 
from the room that turned from a 
geology class to a shooting range. 
Soon after the shots were heard, 
campus security arrived and the 
campus was locked down until the 
killer was declared dead. 
Th e fi rst form of media on the 
scene was Th e Northern Star, the 
Northern Illinois campus paper. 
Never before had the headlines of 
this college’s newspaper contain 
the word “tragedy” and have it in 
reference to an event at its own 
school. 
According to Th e New York 
Times, a reporter from the paper 
was almost killed, adding even 
more emotion in the articles. Th e 
daily number of viewers at the pa-
per’s website went from 15,000 to 
600,000. 
Although a shocking event for 
this college, it is not something the 
nation has never experienced or 
learned about through the media. 
Last spring a student opened fi re 
at Virginia Tech University, except 
there were more fatalities. In both 
cases each college was in an area 
outside of the city and unlike an 
environment similar to that of Ba-
ruch. 
Th ese recent events happening 
across the nation have made peo-
ple take a second look at the loca-
tion they are occurring in.  
CUNY has taken measures to be 
prepared if a situation such as this 
ever happened. 
Th ere is now the CUNY A!ert 
system in which students can sign 
up to receive messages on their 
phone, text or voice, or an e-mail 
during a lockdown or in case of an 
emergency. Freshman Frances Bal-
samo, fi nance major, says that she 
signed up for it. “As a college stu-
dent, I don’t feel threatened at Ba-
ruch. I feel like it’s so extreme even 
though school shootings continue 
to occur throughout America.”
Being located in Manhattan, 
students do not feel they have any-
thing to worry about while in class 
at Baruch. 
“I have never felt in danger at 
Baruch and I hope to never have to 
experience anything like that,” said 
Balsamo.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Victims are tended to by emergency personnel after the shooting.
Demystifying Islam
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
In a discussion far more nu-
anced than current presidential de-
bates, last week’s campus seminar 
on Islam and Democracy sought to 
explode myths but left many ques-
tions unanswered. While a seminar 
on this subject would naturally lend 
itself to an exposition of issues in 
Iraq, both speakers danced around 
the topic until the end of the eve-
ning.
Professor John Brenkman host-
ed a discussion by Steven A. Cook, a 
Douglas Dillon Fellow at the Coun-
cil of Foreign Relations and Dov 
Waxman, assistant professor of po-
litical science at Baruch. Both Wax-
man and Cook agreed that Islam by 
itself is not a barrier to democracy. 
Waxman said when speaking about 
Islam, there is no one defi ning no-
tion, but a diverse and dynamic re-
ligion professed by 1.5 billion peo-
ple in over 30 countries. Instead, it 
is more useful to think about what 
kind of democracy is suited to Is-
lam. A liberal democracy, is not es-
pecially compatible with Islam.
Unlike Christianity, which dic-
tates, “render unto Caesar what is 
Caesar’s,” the Koran has a detailed 
body of laws that are considered 
divine will. Th ere are scholars 
who reinterpret Sharia law, Wax-
man said, but “it’s worth bearing in 
mind that the Koran is literally the 
word of God. It’s much harder to 
reinterpret Koranic verses than the 
New Testament.”
Cook said that when watching 
the presidential debates, “I wanted 
to throw pillows into the TV when 
Mitt Romney answered a question 
implying that Muslim groups were 
all extremist movements.” 
Waxman said there were three 
main factors that preclude the de-
velopment of democracy in Islamic 
countries. Many are rentier states 
where government income comes 
from oil revenue or foreign aid and 
not from taxation. Taxation creates 
a demand for representation and 
a populace without it is essentially 
“bought off .” 
Waxman also said when the 
state is primarily responsible for 
delivering economic benefi ts, “the 
citizenry acquiesces politically to 
a kind of strong top down rule.” 
Lastly, he credited the U.S. govern-
ment with being “not altogether 
welcoming of democracy in many 
Muslim majority societies.” He said 
the U.S. prefers political stability to 
risks inherent in movements that 
may come to power with interests 
at variance with its own.  
Cook echoed this sentiment, 
saying the U.S.’s objective in Iraq 
was not democracy but security. 
Instead of sound bite issues, he said 
American presidential candidates 
should discuss our true agenda in 
the Middle East.
Alba: “I ain’t 
no Latino”
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT 
blood runs through our veins; what 
we need to do is learn who we are 
and be proud of who we are!” Pan-
ama also spoke about colonialism 
in Puerto Rico, referring to what he 
called a military and fi nancial inva-
sion. “Yes, there is a romance that is 
built when you say, ‘love yours’, but 
there are inhumane things that go 
along with saying Puerto Rico is a 
colony,” he said. 
He went on to address the im-
portance of self-defi nition in mi-
nority communities. “I ain’t no 
Latino! Latino is not a term that rec-
ognizes my African-ness or my in-
digenousness,” he said.  Th e group 
of students cheered loudly.
Th e panel discussion ended by 
opening up the fl oor for questions. 
One student wanted to know the 
diff erence between the generation 
involved with the Black Panthers 
and Young Lords and this genera-
tion. “You understand society and 
the world and the arrangements 
much better than we can, but you 
don’t believe it can be changed,” 
Panama said. 
Panama’s chilling last words 
brought the crowd to silence and 
rounded up the event. “We can, in 
fact we have no choice but to leave 
a better world, because if we don’t, 
we’re done, if we do not help to 
change the course of human his-
tory, we are done,” he said.
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Th ese programs can be of great 
assistance to Baruch students, 
whose in-state tuition is anywhere 
from $4,000 to $5,000 a year and out 
of state tuition is around $11,000 a 
year. 
Any changes that will eliminate 
or reduce these programs could 
have serious impact on Baruch stu-
dents. 
According to the Baruch By Th e 
Number webpage, updated on 
January 2007, “66% of Baruch stu-
dents pay more than $2000 per year 
out-of-pocket for their tuition and 
fees.” 
Furthermore, the budget cuts 
new student benefi ts provided un-
der the College Cost Reduction and 
Access Act, which the president just 
signed into a law in September.  
Th ese benefi t cuts eliminate 
$450 million in interest rate subsi-
dies for students in low-paying job, 
thus eliminating help that would 
allow students to stay on track with 
aff ordable loan repayment, and also 
reduce eligibility for the new loan 
forgiveness program for students in 
public service and nonprofi t jobs, 
limiting the new benefi t to only 
new borrowers after July 2009. 
“Education is about opportu-
nity, but it’s also about our nation’s 
economic prosperity and our na-
tional security. Unfortunately, once 
again, President Bush has failed to 
put his money where his mouth is 
with respect to public education,” 
reads statement by Senator Edward 
M. Kennedy on Bush’s budget. “On 
top of funding cuts, he proposes 
misguided, anti-student policies in 
the loan programs that take away 
new benefi ts for student borrowers 
enacted last year.”
BY ALEX URSINO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Last month, SUNY College at 
Old Westbury in Long Island’s 
Nassau County evicted 87 stu-
dents whose GPA’s fell below 2.0 
from the school’s dormitories. 
While the school’s housing poli-
cy dictates that student housing 
is to be available only to full-time 
students held in good academic 
standing, the policy was never 
enforced until this year.
Old Westbury is located on 
the affl  uent north shore of Long 
Island, 23 miles east of Baruch 
College. About 1,100 of Old 
Westbury’s 3,500 undergraduate 
students live in one of the fi ve 
residence halls on campus. 
Th irteen of the evicted stu-
dents took courses during the 
school’s winter session raising 
their GPA enough to once again 
be deemed eligible for housing. 
Twenty-three of the students did 
not register for the spring semes-
ter. 
Th e most notable and con-
troversial statistic to come from 
the school’s housing crackdown 
is the 30 second-semester fresh-
men who were not invited back 
to their dorms due to their fi rst 
semester GPAs. While several 
institutions require students to 
maintain a certain GPA to qual-
ify for on-campus housing, Old 
Westbury may be the only insti-
tution in the country to enforce 
such a sanction upon second-se-
mester freshmen who have only 
had one semester to establish 
their GPA.
SUNY Old Westbury students 
whose cumulative or semester 
GPA falls below 2.0 are automati-
cally placed on academic proba-
tion and given one semester to 
raise their cumulative GPA to a 
2.0 or risk being placed on aca-
demic suspension, after which 
they are given one more semes-
ter to raise their GPA before they 
face academic dismissal from 
the college.
While Baruch College does 
not off er student housing, its 
policy on academic standing is 
similar to Old Westbury’s. 
Baruch’s Undergraduate Bul-
letin states that students are 
placed on academic probation 
at the end of the spring semester 
if their GPA falls below a certain 
minimum based on the amount 
of credits earned. Th e gradu-
ated scale for minimum GPAs 
gives leniency to freshmen who 
historically do not perform their 
best during their fi rst semester of 
college.  
While many feel the college is 
simply enforcing the notion that 
student housing is a privilege to 
be earned and not a right to be 
had, others address concerns 
that  placing another obstacle 
in front of already struggling 
students would be if anything, 
counterproductive to their suc-
cess.
Other SUNY campuses rec-
ognize the potential benefi ts of 
living on campus during one’s 
freshman year and some go so 
far as to incorporate it into their 
housing policies. SUNY College 
at Plattsburgh in upstate New 
York requires all full-time under-
graduate students who do not 
commute from their primary 
residence to live on-campus un-
til the year in which they turn 21 
years old
Larissa Cutulle, 22, a senior 
at SUNY Plattsburgh, is thankful 
that her school had such a poli-
cy, “I think Plattsburgh’s policy 
is extremely benefi cial. I think 
that if I lived off -campus as a 
freshman, I would have been ex-
tremely distracted and my GPA 
defi nitely would have suff ered. I 
don’t see how banishing fresh-
men from residence halls makes 
any sense; you’re not going to do 
better if you are banished from 
an atmosphere that encourages 
studying.”
Another consideration for 
students at Old Westbury is 
the lack of alternative housing 
around campus. Because of the 
affl  uence of the area, aff ordable 
rental housing is hard to come 
by, leaving evicted students with 
the choice to either commute or 
withdraw. Th e former not even 
being an option to the New York 
State residents SUNY caters to 
who live outside of the tri-state 
area.
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Perkins loan to be cut
SUNY Old Westbury 
evicts underachievers
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The next USG meeting will be 
held on Thursday, February 28 
at 5:45 p.m. in VC 3-270.
He said, “Th e idea began back in 
December when I was searching 
for a new event for Sigma for Spring 
‘08. I based most of this semester’s 
events on past Sigma events, not 
only from last semester but also 
from prior years.” 
He added, “Th is is the fi rst year 
of this event. It was created as a 
follow up to our very successful 
‘President and Deans Reception’, 
held last fall. While that was more 
formal and involved mainly Execu-
tives and students, the Faculty So-
cial is geared toward all faculty on 
all levels from all departments.”
Students, administrators, pro-
fessors, the Starr Career Develop-
ment Center, the Student Academic 
Consulting Center, the Global Stu-
dent Certifi cate Program, the Study 
Abroad Program, Graduate School 
Administrators, the Financial Aid 
Offi  ce, the Recreation Center and 
Student Life were welcomed to at-
tend. 
Johnson said that invitations for 
“the event was sent directly to Sig-
ma members via e-mail, Facebook 
and our website. We also have it 
posted on Blackboard, we promot-
ed directly to classmates, we had an 
ad running on WBMB hourly since 
last Monday, we have an ad in Th e 
Ticker, we’ve been posting fl yers 
daily since last Monday, we set up a 
table on second fl oor lobby yester-
day during club hours”. 
He added, “We have confi rmed 
over 60 faculty attending and un-
specifi ed agreeing that they will 
defi nitely show up. We think that 
we wont have less than 100.” 
David Dannenbring, the provost 
and vice president for academic af-
fairs, said that he was invited to the 
event and had met mostly fresh-
man.
 Th e layout of the social gath-
ering allowed for easy access to 
informative literature for diff erent 
departments. 
Th e music and broadcast was 
provided by WBMB Radio. Th ere 
were also color-coded nametags 
for faculty and alumni which al-
lowed for easy identifi cation. 
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UTexas: no butts
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
 STAFF WRITER
At the McCombs School of Busi-
ness at the University of Texas at 
Austin, the dean has decided to 
stop accepting money from tobac-
co companies for school funding, 
according to the Dean’s Offi  ce at 
McCombs. 
Th e policy to stop accepting 
funding from Philip Morris tobacco 
companies was made offi  cial in 
November 2007 by Dean George 
Gau. Th e school initially noticed 
the grants when they wanted a 
more dominant role in sponsoring 
events, reported 
Th e New York 
Times. Th e Uni-
versity discussed 
it for about a year 
before making 
their fi nal deci-
sion. Rob Meyer, a 
spokesperson for 
the Dean’s Offi  ce 
said that this deci-
sion has attracted 
so much attention 
because usually 
health colleges 
have turned away 
money from tobacco companies. 
“McCombs’ School of Business is 
proud of this decision because they 
are the fi rst business school to re-
fuse the tobacco industry’s fund-
ing,” he stated. Th e tobacco indus-
try has a lot of ties to the academic 
world for the past 20 years, and a 
lot of its funding goes to business 
schools in particular. Usually, after 
receiving their degree, many stu-
dents are recruited by these com-
panies for high-end positions. 
McCombs will not stop the re-
cruitment of their students by Phil-
ip Morris, just the acceptance of 
their grants. Th e dean looked at it 
from the ethical aspect of the situ-
ation because although tobacco is 
a unique product in American his-
tory, it is harmful no matter what 
the use, said Meyer. Th e drawbacks 
to refusing funding from the tobac-
co industry will be mainly for stu-
dent groups at the business school. 
Meyer says that although it is not 
a major problem for clubs, they 
will have to make up for the loss of 
money elsewhere. Still, the student 
body has respected the dean’s deci-
sion and will fully support it. 
At the end of November, Dean 
Gau sent a letter out to the faculty 
and student body notifying them 
of this new change in funding. Th e 
school year of 2008-2009 will be the 
fi rst to be a tobacco funding free se-
mester. According 
to the Gau’s letter, 
“Participation by 
tobacco companies 
in activities for the 
2007-2008 academ-
ic year where the 
McCombs School 
has already re-
ceived funding will 
proceed.”
At Baruch, there 
is no specifi c in-
dustry the Zicklin 
School for Busi-
ness rejects fund-
ing from. “Baruch has no policy 
on prohibiting gifts from certain 
industries,” said Carol Abrams, the 
chief communications offi  cer for 
the offi  ce of communications and 
marketing. 
Some of the faculty members 
had similar feelings as McCombs 
towards the matter of receiving 
funding from the tobacco industry. 
Assistant Professor Sarah Ryan of 
the School of Public Aff airs agreed 
with McCombs’ decision. “Th is is 
a complex issue where schools are 
best served when they have clear 
and consistent policies that are 
aligned with their mission state-
ments. In the absence of such poli-
cies, funding decisions become ar-
bitrary and potentially unjust.”
HEA reautharization passes House
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
As Baruch students began to 
settle into the spring semester, 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
passed by a bipartisan vote of 354 
to 58 the College Opportunity and 
Aff ordability Act (H.R. 4137), which 
is a comprehensive reauthoriza-
tion of the Higher Education Act. 
At the time when President George 
W. Bush’s budget is criticized for 
cutting back on education, this act 
expands college access for low- and 
middle-income students, and aims 
to reform and strengthen higher 
education programs. 
Th e act has several provisions 
that address issues that have come 
up concerning education during 
congressional hearings. Congress, 
which has heard from experts on 
many topics including problems 
schools face when trying to rebuild 
after a disaster or when dealing 
with a violent attack on their stu-
dents, seems to be tackling most of 
these issues. Provisions for improv-
ing safety on campuses and help-
ing schools rebuild after disaster 
have been included among those 
expected of a college related act 
such as strengthening Pell Grant 
program and college-readiness 
programs, streamlining federal fi -
nancial aid application process, 
increasing college aid and support 
programs for veterans and military 
families. 
Furthermore, the legislation 
strengthens provisions on two is-
sues that have been in the forefront 
for the past year students with dis-
abilities and the student loan in-
dustry. H.R. 4137 ensures equality 
and fair learning environment for 
students with disabilities and pro-
tects students from corruption in 
the student loan industry by requir-
ing better consumer disclosure, 
protection on private student loans 
and including College Consumer’s 
Bill of Rights. 
“To solve the college cost crisis, 
we’re empowering consumers with 
meaningful information about col-
lege costs and holding institutions 
and states accountable for keep-
ing higher education aff ordable,” 
said U.S. Representative Howard P. 
“Buck” McKeon, the House Educa-
tion and Labor Committee Senior 
Republican. 
Committee chairman Democrat 
George Miller claimed that Con-
gress is redoubling their eff orts to 
make the higher education system 
consumer-friendly and to reign in 
the increasing tuition prices. H.R. 
4137 is the second major higher ed-
ucation bill passed by the  House, 
following the College Cost Reduc-
tion and Access Act which was 
signed into a law by Bush. 
Students, faculty socialize
ß CONTINUED FROM FRONT 
 “Baruch has no 
policy on prohibiting 
gifts from certain 
industries.”
 -Carol Abrams
Chief Communications Offi  cer
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Somewhere in the world, there is, right 
now, a place where human waste stinks dur-
ing all hours of the day. Guards walk the aisles 
monitoring every move, barely understand-
able orders are shouted and, through dirty 
windows, the ghostly outline of barbed wire 
can barely be made out. Th is is not a foreign 
prison or a refugee camp: it is a sweatshop.
An August 1995 raid on a California 
sweatshop just a few miles outside Los An-
geles found 72 Th ai immigrants working in 
slave-like conditions in a locked apartment 
complex surrounded by barbed wire. Th ey 
worked long hours for 69 cents an hour, kept 
against their will by threats of rape and mur-
der according to the Hearts and Minds Net-
work. 
Th e Network, whose slogan “Information 
for Change” inspires positive change and 
social reform, also states that sweatshops 
are shockingly common in cities with large 
immigrant populations. New York City is no 
diff erent; the Department of Labor estimates 
that 4,500 of the city’s 7,000 garment factories 
are sweatshops.
How can it be that sweatshops so close 
to us are a conspicuous presence under the 
surface of fashion, and yet we are comfort-
able ignoring their existence? Th e response is 
simple — we walk into a store, fi nd something 
we like and buy it.  Nowhere in our shopping 
routine do we take the time to see the scores 
of Honduran girls sweating over the latest tu-
nic tops at Forever 21 or the Indonesian boys 
toiling over Air Jordans.  As consumers, we 
seem to purposely not think about the plight 
of foreigners when we can get instant gratifi -
cation at a low price. Ignorance is bliss when 
you can pick up a sweater for $25.
Th e blame, however, doesn’t solely fall on 
the customer.  An American Apparel V-neck 
top manufactured under federal sanctions in 
Los Angeles sells for approximately $28 more 
than a similar top made abroad and sold at 
Forever 21.
Aside from commonly known human 
rights violations, a major problem with 
sweatshops is the markup imposed on the 
clothes.  I’m amazed when people argue that 
companies like Nike are being fair by giving 
workers a measly 69 cents per hour. Th ey are, 
in eff ect, saying they are comfortable with the 
fact that Nike charges $150 for a sneaker that 
costs less than a dollar to make, an approxi-
mate 500 percent markup.
I fi nd it confusing, as a consumer, that we 
refuse to take action against sweatshops on 
American soil, where all the petty excuses of 
reasonable wages through exchange rates go 
out the door. I don’t see how we can stand to 
watch American companies grow through 
the exploitation, not only of foreign workers, 
but also Americans.
We seem too comfortable, even smug, 
about the “price” of fashion.  Unfortunately, 
no one will take action to stop something that 
has now become an ingrained part of our ex-
istence.
TIMOTHY CHAN
In the 2008 election race, we have seen 
countless images of politicians shaking 
hands with heads of labor unions, celebri-
ties and other “important” people whose 
opinions are then revered as prophecy by 
uninformed voters.  
In this entire grand spectacle, there is 
a crucial fl aw in all the think tank wisdom 
— all the hired strategists and experts. Th ey 
have not considered what is their greatest 
weapon of change: the youth vote. 
While the auditoriums seem packed 
as the candidates shuffl  e from school to 
school, not once have we seen a truly in-
depth analysis of youth issues by any of 
the major news outlets. We have not seen 
any questions raised concerning the youth 
vote, yet all the pundits rave about all these 
abnormally diff erent statistics and why this 
election is “unlike anything we’ve seen be-
fore.”
First of all, we don’t have an incumbent 
candidate, so the voters who have the ide-
ology of “if it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it” aren’t 
left to their simplistic choice. 
Secondly, when all 73.3 million of the 
underage youths come of voting age, they 
will be larger than the baby boomers. Add 
to this the fact that we are currently pay-
ing social security we aren’t going to see 
a dime of, and you can understand why a 
young person would be upset. 
Perhaps it’s a bit of good old-fashioned 
anger, watching our generation slowly be-
ing written off  as the one who got shipped 
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Th ere’s something interesting about 
songs and the way they are often in-
spired by life experiences, and then 
come to inspire us and comfort us when 
we go through certain experiences. 
Not too long ago, I was listening to a 
French song, a duet between two peo-
ple wondering what 
they would do if they 
knew they were to die 
tomorrow. Would they 
travel? Would they 
pray? Or would they 
simply spend their last 
day loving each other?
Th ough I’d heard 
the song before, I was 
struck this time by how 
often we think about death. We think of 
it when a loved one goes away for some 
time, when we see pictures of soldiers 
on the battlefi eld and when we hear of 
someone dying. 
Yet no matter how much or how little 
we think about it, death always hits us 
hard and there is no way to remotely be 
ready for it or to prepare a “fi tting” reac-
tion. 
Somehow, it always takes us by sur-
prise, like a beast emerging from the 
shadows we thought so far away and 
leaves us feeling empty; after we hear 
of it, our mind can’t help but wander 
and we walk around, lost in jumbling 
thoughts. 
But like all other clouds, death has a 
silver lining, though this very dark cloud 
seems to have but a mere sliver rather 
than a lining. 
Somehow, it brings people together 
and unites them, despite it being in 
grief. Th ough everyone is shaken and 
weak, we fi nd strength and comfort in 
each other; the presence not only of rel-
atives and friends but also of strangers, 
helps us to keep going. 
It also gives us a chance to step back, 
look at the life we are leading and assess 
it in a way. I remember sitting at a wake 
a few years ago, watching the out pour of 
love that always fi lls such sad places and 
thinking, “How will people remember 
me when I’m gone?”
But most of all, it is that out pour of 
love that is most important. Old friends 
and family come together to share not 
only love, but smiles and happy, nos-
talgic memories. Th e smiles, albeit sad 
ones, are the medium through which we 
remember the loved one who was taken 
entirely too soon. 
And through those smiles, through 
the weak laughter that sometimes ac-
company them, through the tears we 
can’t hold back because we just don’t 
want to, the person lives on. Th rough 
the stories that are told and that will be 
told for years to come, that friend stays 
with us and keeps us company. 
And through the dearest memories 
we hold close to our hearts, we remem-
ber and honor that stranger, that friend, 
that father. Th at’s something no one can 
ever take from you.
So I know the next time I hear that 
French duet, I will think not only of my 
life, but of all those people who have 
gone before us and who, like so many 
songs, fi ll our lives and inspire us.
MARIANE ST-MAURICE
Opinion Editor
Did you know . . . 
143 million pounds of beef were recalled because a Californian meat-packing company allowed 
ailing animals into the U.S. food supply? Tell us what you think at oped@theticker.org.
Hockey, snow and 
maple syrup
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With the latest shootings at Virginia Tech 
and Northern Illinois University, students are 
left wondering if they are truly safe in school. 
Every college is responsible for the safety of 
the people who study or work within its halls, 
and Baruch seems to be doing an exception-
al job with security. While it can be a pain to 
swipe our ID to get into the buildings, that 
evil necessity preserves our peace of mind.  
What is so bone-chilling about the school 
massacres, since the Clock Tower shootings 
of 1966, is that they are committed  by stu-
dents enrolled in the respective schools, and 
were unexpected. Th is means that potential 
killers can have access to buildings on our 
home turf and repeat what they have seen 
in the media. Th is has been on my mind and 
some of my fellow students’ mind since April 
2007, keeping us on edge and adding heavily 
to the stresses of college.
Speaking of this generator of panic, do 
we, especially in a college setting, think that 
hearing about the shootings over and over 
and seeing pictures of the wounded actually 
helps to comfort instead of instilling fear?  In 
all honesty, it can produce much more ap-
prehension and anxiety than needed. Look-
ing over one’s shoulder and feeling a twinge 
of nervousness when an unexpected “clank” 
echoes through the hallways could just be 
our paranoia, but the media seems to call it 
“heightened awareness.” Th e same thing was 
said after 9/11; and “heightened awareness” 
only gave place to more racial profi ling, dis-
crimination and loss of freedom and rights.
I know that my worries will fade as time 
goes on, but the question of whether I am 
guaranteed personal security after I walk past 
the security desk has yet to be answered.
off  to fi ght a war that wasn’t of our own 
creation, the generation who had to watch 
scandal after scandal break and try to retain 
some sense of optimism.
Our generation is forced to watch a gov-
ernment become so weak it’s cracking at the 
foundations. Its parties spew such useless 
rhetoric that issues become second to ego 
and greed. To all those who have said the 
youth don’t vote, when have we been given 
a candidate? When have we seen something 
other than the stereotypical Ivy League big 
money, old man politician whose connec-
tions got him to where he is anyway? 
We have seen the myriad  of images 
fl ooding all the news networks about who 
said what, or what color his tie was, but I 
have not once seen a  “roundtable” or any 
other large-scale panel discussion about 
youth issues, youth turnout or the role of the 
youth in the election process. 
For all the “coverage,” there is an over-
whelming lack of reporting; for all the in-
sight, an even bigger lack of relativity. 
Th e sad fact is, the political “process” has 
become such an insular, self absorbed, ego-
driven gossip column, that anything real 
would be lost in all the artifi cial pageantry.
Don’t sweat fashionSafety
insecurity
JUSTIN FRITZE
GINA CIORCIARI
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n Expert gives 
insight into the two- 
way street that is 
communication
BY JACK TEBELE
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
On Th ursday, Feb. 14, the Society 
for Human Resource Management 
brought Diane Baranello as a 
guest speaker. Th e presentation, 
“Communicating With Confi dence: 
A Holistic Approach,” dealt with 
various aspects of communication 
including the mind, body and 
spirit. 
Many speakers, whether they 
are college freshman or profession-
al executives of large global com-
panies deal with the idea of confi -
dence. Many individuals have a lot 
of confi dence, while others exude 
no confi dence at all. 
Th e session began with students 
fi lling out a survey about their 
communication abilities. After go-
ing over the survey, many students 
expressed their feelings of nervous-
ness while speaking. 
Baranello explained the idea of 
addressing this situation using a 
“holistic approach.” By involving 
your spirit, energy and enthusiasm, 
you will be able to transcend any 
diffi  culties. She recommended the 
use of affi  rmations, whereby speak-
ers can turn any fear into confi -
dence. 
For example, one student men-
tioned that she fears communicat-
ing because of her accent. In this 
situation, individuals should affi  rm 
themselves using phrases such as “I 
have a nice voice” or “Th ese people 
want to hear what I have to say.” Th e 
bottom line is that self-affi  rmations 
neutralize fears and turn them into 
positive energy. 
Th e second point that Baranello 
explained was that communication 
is a two-way process. Diffi  culties 
may arise if there are certain bar-
riers, most notably a language bar-
rier. Baranello brought up one ex-
ample about how she was training 
others in Brazil. She did not speak 
Portuguese and defi nitely faced a 
diffi  cult situation. Being in such a 
situation does not mean that you 
are not smart. 
Communicating is full of situ-
ations where there are obstacles 
beyond your control. You have to 
convince yourself that you have 
confi dence. Baranello advised stu-
dents to fi gure out individual tips 
and tricks to do before a presenta-
tion. Th is will allow you to become 
more comfortable and gain self-
confi dence. 
Th e third idea, and one of the 
most important ideas for success-
ful communication is the idea of 
believing in yourself. If you do not 
believe in yourself, then why should 
any one else? You need to com-
mand the respect that you deserve. 
It is best to refrain from phrases 
such as “if I can” or “hopefully.” 
As a speaker, you want to act and 
present in a way that shouts out “I 
am in charge and I know what I am 
talking about.” If you show doubt, 
others will begin to question your 
abilities. 
Overall, successful communi-
cation is an art and a process that 
takes years to master. It is certainly 
not an easy task, and one that must 
be addressed from diff erent angles. 
Th e three aforementioned ideas are 
critical for improving your commu-
nication and presentation skills, 
but there are still many other tech-
nique to consider. 
Being able to communicate, 
both through your writing and 
speech, is a tool that will benefi t 
you for the rest of your life. Th e 
sooner you work on this tool, the 
closer you will be to becoming a 
successful executive. 
Communicate with confi dence
BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER
Diane Baranello explains the art of com-
munication.
Dispelling sales and trading quant myths
BY ANDY NGUYEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Tim Grant is a managing direc-
tor and head of UBS Delta Ameri-
cas at UBS Investment Bank. Grant 
has taken a leading role at UBS in a 
quest to dispel the myths surround-
ing the role of the quantitative skill 
set in sales and trading today. 
In an exclusive interview with 
Quantnet.org, Grant graciously  do-
nated his time to speak about his 
work at UBS, his personal hobbies 
and shared advices for Quantnet.
org members.
Can you give us a brief bio?
I joined the UBS graduate train-
ing program in 1999 in London and 
after a short period in international 
bond sales moved to the UBS Delta 
group within fi xed income. Th is 
group is a quantitative portfolio 
and risk management consultancy 
servicing institutional hedge funds, 
pension funds, banks and insur-
ance companies. 
Th e group has built an award 
winning online portfolio risk man-
agement platform that allows UBS 
to structure large and complex 
multi-legged and multi-asset trad-
ing programs. I spent three years 
in London marketing portfolio so-
lutions to U.K., French, Dutch and 
German institutional clients. In 
2002 I moved to the U.S. to build the 
UBS Delta franchise in the Ameri-
cas.
What is your educational back-
ground?
I have an M.A. in materials sci-
ence and metallurgy from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge (Trinity Hall) 
and underwent a year of research at 
the Swiss Federal Institute of Tech-
nology in Lausanne (publishing on 
the subject of the fracture mechan-
ics of metal matrix composites) be-
fore completing an master’s of sci-
ence in fi nancial engineering from 
the University of London (Birkbeck 
College) in 1999. 
My master’s thesis was on the 
pricing of credit derivatives, specifi -
cally on the practical application of 
reduced form ratings-based pricing 
models in the pricing of (then na-
scent) credit default swaps.
What do you consider as your ac-
complishments up to this point?
As a team we are proud to have 
built a successful world class port-
folio analytics franchise and part-
nered with our sales and trading 
colleagues to form a truly unique 
off ering for our clients. Th e UBS 
Delta group is fundamentally client 
and relationship driven and that 
straddles quant, portfolio analytics, 
trading strategies and technology. 
We are actively changing the 
way that business is being done at 
UBS. As a result during the last eight 
years we have coordinated some 
of the largest fi xed income portfo-
lio block trades that UBS has been 
involved in, trading asset classes 
ranging across treasuries, agencies, 
corporate, high yield, emerging 
markets and interest rate and credit 
derivatives. We’ve often been at the 
forefront of new market develop-
ments in terms of practically appli-
cable hedging techniques.
Any failures you’d like to tell us 
about?
We all make mistakes, and 
though it’s a cliché, it is true that 
those experiences make us stron-
ger. I can, however, share a view 
I feel strongly about based on my 
own experiences and those of my 
colleagues. 
Being good at managing and 
leading people is crucial. People 
may not think about it and may 
naturally assume they will take to 
it easily, but it’s challenging and 
humbling experience. Th e brightest 
spark who is academically minded, 
highly quantitative and a success-
ful revenue driver in isolation will 
not necessarily naturally have the 
skills required to manage a team 
and build businesses in an entre-
preneurial way. 
For those thinking about a lon-
ger term career in fi nance with a 
view to building and leading busi-
nesses, I believe it’s important to 
have this in mind from the begin-
ning. I’m not saying you can’t learn 
or teach these skills. But people get 
caught out when they think that it’s 
a straightforward corollary of their 
academic prowess.
How can a freshly-graduated fi -
nancial engineering student make 
a transition into more of a busi-
ness role after a few years work-
ing in this fi eld i.e. more respon-
sibilities, more visibility within 
the fi rm and acquiring roles with 
direct P&L implications?
Th is question implies that some-
how the freshly-graduated fi nancial 
engineering student needs to make 
a transition into the business. Th is 
is not the case. Th e business needs 
these graduates for the reasons I 
outline above. Don’t see yourself as 
handicapped; see yourself as hav-
ing an unfair advantage.
What advice can you give people 
just getting into this fi eld? What 
are the most common mistakes 
you see newbies making?
Th e biggest mistake I see is that 
people don’t fully understand what 
they’re getting into. Th is is actually 
true across the board but particu-
larly for MFEs. If you walk in with 
the wrong preconceptions and ste-
reotypes in your mind you’ll proba-
bly try to act accordingly and that’s 
likely to land you in trouble as you 
apply. 
Truly know why you want to be 
in the business and how it works. 
If you can’t vocalize convincingly 
to yourself why, holistically, you’re 
right for sales and trading then 
you won’t be able to tell me in an 
interview. You’ll be expected to for-
mulate and market strategies and 
concepts throughout your banking 
career so better start now.
What are the technical skills and 
personal qualities that you look 
for in a prospective applicant?
With an MFE you should be able 
to convince me of your quant abil-
ity immediately. You’d be surprised 
how often that’s not the case. And 
that’s supposed to be your special-
ty! Assuming you pass the quantita-
tive tests, you need to be very well 
presented, resilient, entrepreneur-
ial, thoughtful, honest and bold. 
Most of all is to be original and the 
best way to do that is to be yourself 
rather than being what you think I 
want to see.
Given current market headlines, 
is demand for quants increas-
ing, decreasing or remaining the 
same? Are certain quantitative 
skill sets becoming more valu-
able?
Without a shadow of a doubt 
yes. And this is not a trend that I see 
reversing anytime soon. I believe 
all senior managers and leaders of 
the future will all need risk man-
agement skills as a pre-requisite.
What competitive edge does UBS 
have over its main competitors 
when it comes to attracting tal-
ented MFE graduates?
We understand their worth 
completely and will put them to 
work utilizing their skills from the 
moment they get here. I don’t think 
that’s true of all sell-side houses.
What do you plan to do to make a 
diff erence in the way UBS is hiring 
quantitative minded students?
My role is to educate our inter-
nal population on the value and ap-
plicability of the quantitative skill 
set. Our recruiters all have a consis-
tent framework of understanding 
that allows students with this sort 
of background to sell themselves 
as eff ectively as possible. UBS looks 
upon quantitative candidates very 
favorably.
If you were asked to design a cur-
riculum for M.S. program in fi -
nancial engineering which core 
courses would you pick?
Well, I think they need more 
practical application experience. 
Turning up to the interview know-
ing how to derive Black-Scholes 
from fi rst principles won’t actually 
help you as much as having priced 
and mock-traded options strate-
gies with the model you’ve imple-
mented.
Traditional Wall Street hiring 
practice seems to be fi xated on 
hiring M.B.A. for S&T roles even 
though those positions are get-
ting ever more quantitative and 
technical. What steps would you 
advise MFE graduates to take to 
overcome that?
Be clear and bold about your 
skillset. Many on Wall Street don’t 
understand how relevant and ap-
plicable your skills are, so it’s your 
job to tell them. But don’t exagger-
ate; you’d be embarrassed if you 
can’t back it up with substance!
What do you know now that you 
wish you’d known 10 years ago?
Th at books like “Liar’s Poker” 
and fi lms like “Wall Street” don’t 
represent the reality of banking to-
day. And trading is not as scary as it 
can seem from the outside.
Tell us something about yourself 
that we don’t already know.
I play guitar in a rock and roll 
band called Swerv.
What does the future hold for Tim 
Grant?
I intend on continuing my con-
centration on the dynamics and 
changing landscape of trading, risk 
management and risk control; and 
have fun doing it.
For the complete interview with 
Tim Grant, visit Quantnet.org or 
theticker.org.
QUANTNET.ORG
Tim Grant, head of UBS Delta Americas.
THE BIZ GIST
 BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR
WORLD GROWTH
24% Angola’s 2008 growth 
projection by the IMF.
10% China’s 2008 growth 
projection by the IMF.
4.1% Global 2008 growth 
projection by the IMF, lowered 
from to 4.4 percent.
FLAWED ECONOMICS
$134 MILLION. How 
much it costs the government 
to get $80 million in pennies.
$124 MILLION. Cost of 
producing 1.3 billion nickels, 
which is worth $65 million.
$15 BILLION. Face-
book’s projected valuation 
based on the $240 million in-
vestment by Microsoft.
$13.5 BILLION. Ford 
Motor Company’s market cap 
as of Th ursday, Feb. 21.
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BY PATRICK MORALES
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th is new series is aimed at 
exposing students to the op-
portunities outside of the com-
panies that are affi  liated with 
Baruch College. Our group will 
tour these companies, interview 
representatives and present the 
corporate culture, tips on apply-
ing and available positions. 
We toured Bloomberg L.P., 
a leading global fi nancial news 
and data company, on Th ursday, 
Feb. 14. Th e company covers 
many diff erent fi elds such as me-
dia, news, computer technology, 
sales, compliance, fi nance and 
more on a global level.
Th e NYC building’s architec-
ture is very unique and refl ects 
the values of the company. Th ere 
are no cubicles. Offi  ce and exte-
rior building walls are transpar-
ent to show that nothing is hid-
den inside the company. 
Bloomberg L.P. wanted to 
convey the theme of transpar-
ency and interconnectivity. It 
wanted to refl ect transparency 
in the building with the compa-
ny’s objective of off ering a clear 
depiction of fi nancial industry 
news. 
Th e theme of interconnectiv-
ity is exhibited through the lo-
cation of the senior executive’s 
desk, which is placed near the 
one of the busiest walkways in 
the building. Elevator access is 
limited to select fl oors making 
access to the other fl oors only 
available by stairs. Interconnec-
tivity is, once again, promoted 
throughout the structure, pur-
posely increasing the chances 
coworkers have to interact such 
as while taking the stairs or 
snacking at the snack bar.
Th e company tries to keep 
their employees satisfi ed  trough 
various eff orts. Th e dress code 
is based on an employee’s posi-
tion. However, other employees 
can wear jeans. 
Th ere is great room for 
growth in the company as many 
entry-level positions are avail-
able and can develop into valu-
able careers. Training programs 
are off ered and there are no de-
fi ned requirements. Employees I 
met were originally pursuing or 
working with degrees in fashion, 
paralegal degrees or philosophy 
degrees. 
Th ough certain positions pre-
fer specifi c majors, crash courses 
are off ered for the position’s fi eld 
of work. Completing training 
programs depend on the prog-
ress of the employee, which re-
quires workers to prove that they 
will be capable of fi lling the fu-
ture position. Th e company also 
promotes consistent learning, 
whether it is within the compa-
ny, or outside.
Positions are available in cit-
ies situated across the globe. 
Th ey include internship, analyst, 
sales, software development and 
technological production posi-
tions in New York, Sao Paolo, 
Tokyo, Hong Kong, Mexico City, 
London and Singapore. More 
positions will be available in the 
spring, when the company starts 
looking for fall hires. 
For an edge in your applica-
tion be sure to include any skills, 
multiple language capabilities, 
activities  that expresses unique-
ness and any relative experience 
in the fi eld you are applying for.
CITY CAREER EXPLORERS: KPMG off ers faculty  resources
BY ANASTASIA SAGALOVICH
STAFF WRITER
KPMG, one of the Big Four ac-
counting, tax and advisory fi rms, 
has released its KPMG Faculty Por-
tal. Th e KPMG Faculty Portal of-
fers current information regarding 
industry news, events, curriculum 
content and KPMG specifi c initia-
tives to university faculty free of 
charge. 
According to Manny Fernandez, 
KPMG’s national managing partner 
for Campus Recruiting, “Whether a 
professor needs crucial informa-
tion to assist with a lesson plan or 
just wants another resource to stay 
current with recent accounting is-
sues, this portal was created to 
meet the needs of professors at all 
of the prestigious universities we 
continually work with around the 
country.” 
Anna Furman, an undergradu-
ate accountancy student agrees 
with the initiative. “Some profes-
sors have many years of teaching 
experience but have not been in the 
workforce for a while.  It’s great that 
public companies are providing 
professors with current perspec-
tives in the industry.”
Essentially, KPMG is commit-
ting money, energy and time into 
developing digital information re-
positories and innovative ways of 
delivering this information.  At fi rst 
glance, it’s incredible that a com-
pany wants to commit its capital 
to developing external information 
systems as opposed to the tradition 
of developing internal systems to 
develop its current workforce. 
Of course, developing such a 
system like the Faculty Portal is 
most likely a strategic decision, one 
that ensures the pipeline of quali-
fi ed candidates is sustained.  
According to Professor Donal 
Byard, associate professor of ac-
countancy in the Zicklin School 
of Business who registered for the 
portal last week, this is simply a 
new way of delivering information. 
In his teaching experience, all 
of the Big Four accounting fi rms 
have sent him information regard-
ing industry developments, some 
of which he found useful.
 For example, in the past he has 
shared material about interna-
tional accounting standards pro-
vided by Ernst and Young with his 
students. However, he stresses that 
when sharing the information with 
his students, he is careful not to 
endorse or promote one fi rm over 
another; he always includes a dis-
claimer to inform students that all 
the Big Four companies provide 
information and that this does not 
imply that one is better than an-
other.
 In KPMG’s case, he is awaiting 
the delivery of the ethical tool kit, 
one of the resources provided to 
faculty members and the reason 
why he joined the portal in the fi rst 
place. If useful, he may incorporate 
it into his class. 
What Byard would like is “a sur-
vey of the skills that each of the Big 
Four look for in their new hires and 
employees.” 
He says that unoffi  cially, recruit-
ers will tell you that soft skills and 
communication skills are critical in 
accounting and any business fi eld, 
but with hard data confi rming this 
demand, “I would run with this in-
formation into the classroom.”
Another feature that jumps out 
is the use of new media technology 
on the portal. Th e fi rst thing that 
greets visitors on the KPMG Fac-
ulty Portal is a video message from 
Tim Flynn, chairman and CEO of 
KPMG. Along with video content, 
the site also off ers podcasts and a 
rolling list of headlines of recent 
development
Professor Linda Friedman, pro-
fessor of computer information 
systems in the Zicklin School of 
Business says, “Th e KPMG portal 
is a terrifi c resource for students. It 
incorporates a number of the strat-
egies and technologies that we 
discuss in my new media class. In 
addition, I’m particularly pleased 
with the clear emphasis on social 
responsibility. I wonder if the next 
step will be to enable communica-
tion among the faculty and student 
visitors to this site.”
 KPMG’s sister sites, KPMG-
careers.com and KPMGcampus.
com, off er interactive career man-
agement tools along with video 
messages, some even generated by 
former interns, uploaded to an of-
fi cial YouTube channel. Byard also 
reports good feedback from his 
students regarding KPMG’s career 
websites, especially when prepar-
ing for interviews.  
Overall, KPMG seems to be em-
bracing the technological trends of 
the future in order to capture the 
interest of the next generation’s 
potential employees. In response, 
faculty and students appear to be 
receptive to these eff orts.
“Essentially, KPMG is 
committing money, 
energy and time 
into developing 
digital information 
repositories.”
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Yahoo tells Microsoft to get 
their head out of its clouds
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
In what was widely believed as a 
predictable move, the board of di-
rectors of the ailing internet-based 
search company Yahoo Inc. has 
rejected technology giant Micro-
soft Corp.’s initial takeover bid of 
$44.6 billion. Th e Wall Street Jour-
nal broke the news on the morning 
of Feb. 11, quoting a source only 
revealed as “a person familiar with 
the situation,” to have said that the 
bid “massively undervalues” the 
company.
Th is bid valued Yahoo Inc.’s 
stock at $31, which was generous 
considering that the company’s 
stock has hovered somewhere be-
tween $20 and $25 over the last 
three months. However, the recent 
bustle over the bid has allowed 
Yahoo’s stock to climb up to a close 
just short of $30.  
Analysts and amateurs alike 
forecasted Yahoo’s apprehension 
on the deal based on the improb-
ability that Yahoo and Microsoft 
could ever exist harmoniously. 
Microsoft and Yahoo have always 
been, and continue to be, compa-
nies governed by fundamentally 
divergent approaches to manage-
ment. While the talent of Yahoo is 
nurtured in a fun-loving climate 
that values open source technol-
ogy, Microsoft employs hard-line 
geeks and staunchly defends its 
rights to intellectual property. Th e 
prospect of a congruent union of 
such contrary ideologies is conten-
tious.
It is likely that Microsoft’s de-
sire to build a stronger online in-
frastructure has a lot to do with its 
aspirations to create a bigger com-
puting cloud for itself. Computing 
clouds are interrelated networks 
of hardware, software, data and 
people that provide online servic-
es. Th e concept of cloud computing 
was pioneered by Google and has 
allowed it to collect vast amounts 
of data about the use of its site.  Th e 
use of clouds is a canny idea involv-
ing sharing computing resources 
via the internet, as opposed to han-
dling users’ applications with local 
servers. It is a concept which has 
opened the door to new levels of 
computing power. 
Th e essential value of this tech-
nology resides in the fact that it is 
the reason that Google is making 
so much money from advertising. 
Google’s ingenuity in creating the 
largest cloud around and then fi g-
uring out a way to make it profi t-
able is the reason it has cornered 
the online ad game. It sells the 
services of its cloud to clients that 
allow them to, for example, create 
highlighted advertisements that 
relate to the user’s query right at 
the top of the page. Th e only other 
formidable company that has fol-
lowed Google’s example is Yahoo, 
and now Microsoft is desperately 
trying to augment its cloud to a 
competitive size by consuming an 
already existing cloud.
While some believe that the at-
tempted takeover was aimed at 
bolstering Microsoft’s online ad 
presence, the fi rm has little chance 
of ascending to a competitive level 
with the internet marketing behe-
moth Google Inc., even with Ya-
hoo’s assistance. Microsoft has $2.9 
percent of search-based traffi  c on 
its websites and pulled $2.8 billion 
from online advertising. Google, 
on the other hand, generated $16.4 
billion in Internet advertising and 
retains a hefty 62.4 percent share 
of the search engine market. Mi-
crosoft is a veritable Goliath when 
it comes to operating system tech-
nologies, but while that market is 
still a place of opportunity, focus 
has been eff ectively shifted from it. 
Microsoft’s presence is shrinking in 
what has been identifi ed as growth 
areas. 
Th e latest word on the matter 
came from Microsoft, when it re-
leased a statement eliciting its be-
lief that “moving forward promptly 
to consummate a transaction” is in 
the best interest of both companies. 
Th e Redmond-based company’s 
hunger for Yahoo is the fi rst dem-
onstration of the importance of 
cloud computing technology, and 
if it’s desperation is any indication, 
it won’t be the last. 
“The concept of 
cloud computing 
was pioneered by 
Google and has 
allowed it to collect 
vast amounts of 
data about the 
use of its site.”
TICKER WATCH: COMMODITIES
The UBS Bloomberg Constant Maturity Commodity Index has gained 14 percent this year. The 
index, which is comprised of 26 raw materials, has been propelled by gains in sugar, lead, 
soybean oil and copper. Gold has gained 13 percent this year while platinum has surged to 
42 percent gains.
BLOOMBERG.COM
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR
Founded in 2001 by three 
friends who were completing their 
post-graduate studies in Calgary, 
Canada, StumbleUpon was named 
the  number one social media com-
pany on the web by Business 2.0 
magazine.
Th e notion behind Stumble-
Upon is simple, as describe by one 
of the co-founders Garrett Camp, 
“click a button, fi nd something 
cool was the very basic premise,” 
he says. 
After you install the Stumble-
Upon to your browser, you are 
asked to check off  your interests 
and based on your preferences, 
StumbleUpon deliveres “high-
quality” websites that match to 
your preferences. 
With other 4,493,158 other stum-
blers giving thumbs up or thumbs 
down recommendations, only the 
best sites are delivered to you once 
you click the stumble button.
For business or investment ori-
ented readers, StumbleUpon will 
lead to fascinating and captivating 
business sites that will engage your 
interest and increase your curios-
ity.
It is important to note that Stum-
bleUpon can be addictive. Don’t be 
surprised if you fi nd yourself click-
ing the stumble button for hours.
BUSINESS SITE OF THE WEEK: STUMBLEUPON.COM
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n 19 Baruch events 
honor history in 
February
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
STAFF WRITER
Black History Month, which 
is celebrated annually during the 
month of February, usually lasts for 
28 days. Th is year, the celebration 
will last one day longer because of 
Leap Year, but that one extra day is 
just not long enough. 
With a cornucopia of events 
taking place at Baruch this year 
to commemorate Black History 
Month, the question to answer isn’t 
which event to attend, but rather 
why Black History isn’t celebrated 
everyday. 
What began as “Negro History 
Week” in 1926, established by Cart-
er G. Woodson, director of the As-
sociation for the Study of Negro Life 
and History eventually expanded 
and in 1976 became a month-long 
celebration known today as Black 
History Month. Th e event was es-
tablished by “Afro-Americans” for 
the study of “Afro-American life 
and history.”
Many in the African-American 
community felt it was in their best 
interest to broaden the celebration 
of Africans and people of African 
descent by highlighting their con-
tributions to the advancement of 
history. Still today, many feel one 
month is not enough.
Dr. Regina Bernard, professor of 
Baruch’s black and Hispanic stud-
ies department, shared what Black 
History Month means to her. 
“We’re still playing it safe, in 
that we’re really dependent on 
one month to encapsulate all the 
struggles of people of color. A lot 
of places, not just here, tend to sort 
of continue this idea that Black 
History Month is Malcolm X. It is 
Dr. King. It is Rosa Parks,” she ex-
plained. “Th at’s why these events at 
Baruch are so important. It’s a way 
to commemorate those that are less 
popular but still infl uential. For me, 
Black History Month is everyday.” 
As a professor at Baruch for 
fi ve years, Dr. Bernard is passion-
ate about getting the most out of 
her students by emphasizing how 
each one has a social responsibil-
ity for their own future. In fact, one 
of the many important themes she 
teaches her students is “the under-
standing of how oppression and 
liberation has worked in the past 
and how it works currently.” 
In addition to taking part in Ba-
ruch’s celebration of Black History 
Month, she has expressed interest 
in creating a sister circle for young 
women of color. “We would meet 
once a week and discuss readings 
outside of campus life; to discuss 
readings, to discuss struggles and 
try to fi nd ways to help our situa-
tion so that things we are suff ering 
from or struggling through, to try to 
fi nd solutions to them,” she said. 
Similarly, Dr. Arthur Lewin, who 
has been with the black and His-
panic studies department for near-
ly 30 years, has been trying to put 
forth a similar theme to students in 
his black studies courses.
“Be suspicious of everything 
that you see coming at you. Consult 
multiple sources, come to your own 
conclusions and be willing to listen 
to diff erent points of view, even if 
it’s controversial,” he advised. “You 
can’t really have an independent 
genuine point of view unless you’re 
open to listen. Suspend your disbe-
lief and then begin to critique.”
In February, both professors 
worked diligently with students, 
partaking in many of the Black His-
tory Month events. On Wednesday, 
Feb. 13 both professors spoke at 
“Th e Young Lords and Black Pan-
thers Parties” event sponsored by 
La Unidad Latina, Lambda Upsilon 
Lambda Fraternity, Inc. and Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. 
“It’s the one time of the year 
when the history and accomplish-
ments of Blacks are put to the fore-
front. It’s too bad we have to have 
that. It should be all year round,” 
said Lewin.
Lewin’s statement brings up a 
controversy that has been brew-
ing for decades: Should the Afri-
can-American community stress 
its African heritage or embrace its 
American identity? 
Perhaps Malcolm X said it best, 
“Th ere can be no black-white unity 
until there is fi rst some black uni-
ty.”
Features
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Students, faculty celebrate Black History Month
Vital tax relief from VITA
BY MAREK MERY
STAFF WRITER
April 17 this year may be spring 
break for some, but for most Amer-
icans, it is “Hell Week.” April 17 
marks the deadline for fi ling taxes, 
and in the weeks leading up to that 
fateful day, many will fi nd them-
selves swamped in receipts and 
forms that have messily accumu-
lated. 
For those who have little or no 
time, money or knowledge of the 
bureaucratic forms that lead to the 
anticipation of rewarding returns, 
there is the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance program (VITA). 
“It’s a great cause,” says Baruch 
sophomore and VITA volunteer 
Anton Gringut, adding that “about 
half of the people whose taxes we 
fi le are Baruch students and the 
other half are from the general 
community.”
Th e service, available weekdays 
in the lobby of the library build-
ing, prepares 1040, 1040 EZ and 
1040 NR forms. VITA will only sift 
through related New York State 
taxes, so if, for example, you have 
spent part of the year working in 
another state, those returns will be 
outside the scope of VITA. 
VITA began in 1969 and was 
funded by the IRS, for people with 
low to moderate incomes that could 
not otherwise aff ord a tax service. 
VITA also helps individuals and 
families discover that they are en-
titled to a refund. According to the 
VITA website, in 2007, a family with 
two children could have received as 
much as $4,716 in refunds and be-
tween 15 to 20 percent of families 
fail to claim their refunds. 
Th e Baruch branch of VITA 
started in the early 1990s and each 
tax season, for which training starts 
in January and lasts for over two full 
weekend days, brings in between 
150 and 300 tax applicants. 
VITA is also a volunteer oppor-
tunity for students. Th e three-hour 
minimum for volunteers makes the 
program accessible to busy Baruch 
students. Besides Baruch, there are 
four other New York City VITA sites. 
Although less than 13 percent of 
sites have more than 16 volunteers, 
Baruch has surpassed that number 
by at least twentyfold since 1998.
Although their focus is to help 
lower income individuals and 
families, VITA does not turn away 
students who request to have their 
forms fi led. “We screen people to 
determine their level of income, 
but we don’t turn away students 
or others who can benefi t from our 
services,” said Al Miranda, a senior 
and volunteer trainee.
Describing a regular afternoon 
at VITA, Gringut said the average 
volunteer will fi ll out two tax forms. 
Th e forms are double-checked by 
another volunteer to make sure that 
mistakes are avoided. “It’s pretty 
relaxed and everyone in VITA gets 
along well. Th e supervisors are fl ex-
ible with our volunteer hours, so it 
works for the volunteers as well,” 
Gringut added. 
When asked if VITA would have 
a busy season this year, Gringut 
sighed, saying, “It’s going to be 
busy. Th e more people that fi nd out 
about VITA, the more that end up 
coming to have their taxes fi led.” 
VITA is sure to stay at Baruch, sav-
ing taxpayers one tax form at a 
time.
3 weeks, 3 credits
BY SAIDA KENDALL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As a Baruch student, you’re ei-
ther on time with your course load 
or playing catch up, not that there’s 
anything wrong with that. Many 
students work full-time and are un-
able to complete the suggested 15 
to 18 credits per semester needed 
in order to graduate in four years. 
Summer and winter classes are the 
perfect solution to the Baruch stu-
dent who needs just one more class 
to fulfi ll an academic requirement.
Th is past winter intersession, 
there was an increase in enroll-
ment, possibly due to the sizable 
amount of new disciplines avail-
able for students to take. In the 
past, there were very few courses 
prepared, with a majority of them 
being physical education. However, 
this recent winter session included 
classes in math, business and black 
and Latin studies, as well as sociol-
ogy and anthropology. 
A deciding factor of whether a 
class should be available during 
winter intersession is based on the 
department’s decision — can the 
class actually be taught in its en-
tirety in three weeks? Some materi-
al may be omitted from the course, 
but can professors educate students 
on the core information within the 
time allotted?
I took courses in psychology and 
sociology during the intense three 
week winter intersession. Previ-
ously, there weren’t any available 
courses that suited my needs but 
this past winter, the introduction 
of new disciplines allowed me to 
complete more courses for my lib-
eral arts requirements. Th e classes 
were Monday through Friday, un-
like summer where you may attend 
three days out of the week. 
Since the session is condensed, 
missing one day is like missing a 
magnitude of needed information 
in order to succeed in the course.
Baruch senior, Monisha Mathe-
son, took two psychology classes 
during the winter session for the 
fi rst time and felt that “the time 
went fast, but the classes worked 
well in the period of time.” In com-
parison to when she took courses 
during the 2007 summer session, 
Matheson found summer session 
“to have more classes available and 
it was longer so you had more time 
to go over the material.” 
Junior Natasha Singh took the 
winter intersession for the second 
time this past session because she 
fi nds them benefi cial. “I fi nd the 
winter sessions very intense be-
cause it is a lot of material and work 
covered in a brief amount of time,” 
she said. “Since it is only one class, 
it is easier to focus and do the as-
signments without worrying about 
other classes.” Singh also took a 
class during last summer’s session 
and found the course load similar 
to winter session. 
According to the Registrar’s 
website, students in good academic 
standing are allowed to register for 
two courses in the winter interses-
sion. 
For summer, there is a greater 
amount of options of disciplines 
available for students. Even those 
who aren’t yet enrolled at Baruch 
can get a head start on credits by 
taking courses during summer ses-
sions, with the fi rst session lasting 
from June 2 until July 3 and the sec-
ond from July 7 until Aug. 14. 
Students can attend either one 
or both sessions and are allowed 
to register for two courses per ses-
sion. Although registration for 
these summer courses is unavail-
able now, schedules can be viewed 
on eSIMS. 
Students enjoyed breakdancing, beatboxing and graffi  ti art on Hip Hop Day.
JOSH KU I THE TICKER
BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER
Many people have already taken advantage of VITA’s services. 
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BY SAMANTHA JOANN GARCIA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e walls were covered with 
them — Chinese symbols, butter-
fl ies, tribal art, roses and skulls. Tat-
toos engulfed the space of Androm-
eda, a tattoo parlor on St. Mark’s 
Place where countless numbers of 
people go to get works of art per-
manently etched onto their bodies. 
According to U.S. News and 
World Report, an estimated half of 
all 18 to 29-year-olds have at least 
one tattoo. One can’t help but won-
der why so many young adults de-
cide to get inked.
Brooklyn native Christopher 
Dadah, 21, got his fi rst tattoo at the 
ripe age of 18. “My fi rst tattoo was a 
ying-yang with a tribal sun around 
it. It’s important to me because in 
life, we experience good and bad 
every day,” said Dadah.
Like many other 18-year-olds, 
Dadah became consumed by the 
culture of tattoo artistry. He cur-
rently has two tattoos. “I think she’s 
[my mother] afraid I’m going to end 
up looking like a children’s coloring 
book,” said Dadah.
In the 1990s, tattoos were asso-
ciated with bikers, sailors, outcasts 
and rebels, but how the times have 
changed.
Pee Pee, an employee at An-
dromeda tattooed his own body at 
the age of 12. Now in his mid-20s, 
his body is almost entirely covered 
in tattoos. He even got the top of his 
head tattooed. People of all ages go 
to Andromeda to get inked — it’s no 
longer an “obscene” thing to do.
St. Mark’s Place is the epi-center 
of tattoo parlors in New York City, 
but beware: tattoo parlors are not 
all one and the same. “Th is is the 
only fi eld where what you want 
isn’t what you’re always gonna get,” 
said Joe Pollak, owner of Androm-
eda. Getting inked is like marriage, 
a lifelong commitment, so make 
sure you understand what you may 
be shelling out $200 for.
Tattoos are like potato chips. 
You can’t ever have just one. In a 
culture full of “tramp stamps” and 
“sleeves,” one truth remains — tat-
toos have a tendency to become 
addictive. “After people get tats, 
they usually can’t wait to get a next 
one,” said the 21-year-old Queens 
resident Tephadorn Sornthong. He 
got a tiger tattooed on his right arm 
at the age of 18 and his second tat-
too, a lion, not long after that.
Th rough trauma and happiness, 
it seems that the way young adults 
cope with life’s rocky situations is 
by permanently affi  xing them to 
their bodies as a reminder of their 
survival.
For many, tattoos hold symbolic 
meanings. After being diagnosed 
with cancer two years ago, 20-year-
old Tatiana Iqbalsingh, a student at 
St. Leo University in Virginia, and 
her best friend Teresa Mosquera, a 
20-year-old student at Th omas Nel-
son Community College in Hamp-
ton, Va. took the plunge and got 
matching tattoos.
Th rough break-ups and life-
threatening illness, Iqbalsingh 
and Mosquera got puzzle pieces 
on their wrists to commemorate 
their friendship. Th ey both have 
three tattoos each and don’t plan 
on stopping anytime soon. “I’m re-
serving my left ankle for a tattoo of 
a rosary,” said Mosquera.
Human skin has become the 
new canvas and young adults are 
using themselves as walking works 
of art. People are customizing their 
bodies, separating themselves from 
the rest. Tattoos are so common 
nowadays that it seems they’re no 
longer just for rock stars. In her ar-
ticle “Over-40 Rebels with a Cause: 
Tattoos,” New York Times writer 
Elizabeth Hayt wrote, “Tattooing is 
so prevalent that there are tattoo 
parlor chains, tattoo courses at art 
colleges and temporary rub-on tat-
toos favored by preschoolers.”
However, confl ict arises when it 
comes to careers. As 18-year-olds 
get tattooed, they may not consider 
the possibility of how this could 
aff ect their future endeavors. Do 
tattoos still come with a societal 
stigma?
According to Hayt, absolutely 
not. “Tattoos are becoming so ac-
ceptable … they are in danger of 
losing their allure of naughtiness,” 
said Hayt.
Nonetheless, it may be a long 
while before tattooees give up the 
adrenaline rush that comes with 
getting inked.
Fresh ink: tattoo trend on rise in NYC
Thinking of getting inked? 
Here are great places in New York:
FunCity Tattoo
94 St. Mark’s Place 
 
New York Adorned
47 Second Avenue
 
Invisible NYC
148 Orchard Street
 
Andromeda 
33 St. Mark’s Place
 
Daredevil Tattoo
174 Ludlow Street
CLOCKWISE: CHRISTOPHER DADAH, TATIANA IQBALSINGH, TEPHADORN SORNTHONG, TERESA MOSQUERA
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BY DENNIS MARTIN
STAFF WRITER
Actor Dennis Haysbert is hop-
ing art imitates life. A supporter 
of presidential hopeful, Barack 
Obama, Haysbert told “TV Guide” 
he felt the present Democratic 
front-runner’s campaign has ben-
efi ted, in part, from his role as tele-
vision’s fi rst black president on the 
series, “24.”
“As far as the public is con-
cerned, it did open up their minds 
… to the notion that if the right man 
came along, a black man could be 
president,” said Haysbert.
Th ough Baruch student Tyne-
sha Finlay believes Obama will win 
the Democratic nomination, that 
hasn’t stopped the senior from pull-
ing for Clinton. “Hopefully, Hillary 
can make history in becoming the 
fi rst female President,” she said.
Sens. Obama and Clinton are 
each poised to make history as the 
Democratic presidential nomi-
nee. National polls suggesting that 
America is ready to see an Afri-
can-American or female president, 
some remain skeptical.
Baruch student Linh Pham feels 
“[America] does not believe wom-
en are capable of being strong lead-
ers,” therefore, a win for Clinton 
would be diffi  cult.
But Pennsylvania’s Governor Ed 
Rendell says it’s actually the New 
York senator who has the advan-
tage. “I think there are some whites 
who are probably not ready to vote 
for an African-American candi-
date,” Rendell told the Pittsburg 
Post-Gazette.
Th e governor’s remark may 
have been fueled by the premise of 
the 15 percent rule, a rule which, 
according to pundits, states that 
approximately 15 percent of Cau-
casians say race plays no factor in 
their decision, yet in the confi nes of 
a voting both, they will ultimately 
pull the lever for a white candidate. 
But the so-called 15 percent 
rule has made little impact on the 
Obama campaign. Th e Illinois sen-
ator held his own on Super Tues-
day, winning 13 states compared 
to Clinton’s nine wins. Obama’s big 
wins in the primary and caucus in 
predominately white states — like 
Alaska, Maine and Iowa — seem 
to suggest that Clinton may have 
a bigger hurdle to cross due to her 
gender.
 “When an MSNBC commen-
tator [David Shuster] feels free to 
sexualize the Clinton campaign 
by saying Clinton is “pimping out” 
her daughter, Chelsea, you have 
to wonder why similar comments 
aren’t made about Obama,” said 
Carol Quirke, assistant professor of 
American studies at SUNY College 
Old Westbury.
Quirke, a former Baruch profes-
sor who taught courses in African-
American and women’s history, 
said Shuster’s attack “seems fo-
cused in large part on Clinton be-
cause of her gender.”
“It’s clear that Clinton is receiv-
ing a kind of animus that, if focused 
upon Barack Obama, would be 
considered racist,” Quirke said.
A pioneering force in the 
women’s rights movement, Gloria 
Steinem says the sex barrier, in con-
junction to the racial one, is taken 
less seriously for reasons that “are 
as pervasive as the air we breathe.” 
 In her New York Times edito-
rial headlined, “Women are never 
front-runners,” Steinem said, “Gen-
der is probably the most restricting 
force in American life.” She claimed 
that “black men have ascended to 
positions of power, from the mili-
tary to the bedroom, before any 
women.”
Th e racial and gender confi gura-
tion of the current Congress shows 
quite the contrary. Twenty-eight 
House members are black males, 
compared to 68 of those who are 
women.
Clinton is among 14 women 
who are seated in the Senate, while 
Obama stands as the lone black 
senator. Last year, Nancy Pelosi 
became the nation’s fi rst female 
Speaker of the House, a title no 
African-American male has yet to 
own.
 Still, Quirke, who is not taking 
bets on who will win the Demo-
cratic nomination, said due to past 
racial injustices, many whites hold 
a collective consciousness of un-
easiness, or “white guilt,” that could 
be favorable to Obama.
 “Liberal white Americans are 
quite fearful of looking racist,” she 
said. “It doesn’t mean they are not. 
Th ey just have a consciousness that 
they should not be, [and] that same 
consciousness does not appear to 
extend to sexism.”
Race, gender cards in politics
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
FEATURES EDITOR
You may have noticed an extra 
day on your February calendar this 
year and, no, it’s not an error. Th is 
Friday marks Leap Day, which adds 
one more calendar day to the usual 
365.  
Th e extra day is added in order 
to synchronize with Earth’s rotation 
around the sun, which takes exactly 
365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 
46 seconds.
Since they only come once ev-
ery four years, put your extra day 
to good use and celebrate this Leap 
Day with these tidbits: 
• Traditionally, it is acceptable 
for a woman to propose to a man 
on Feb. 29, also known as Sadie 
Hawkins Day. 
• A Greek superstition specu-
lates that getting married during a 
leap year is bad luck.
• Leapicide is the name of a 
person who celebrates their Leap 
Year birthday on both Feb. 28 and 
March 1.
• Calculate leap years using this 
method: years divisible by four are 
leap years, those divisible by 100 
are not, unless the year is also di-
visible by 400. 
• Historical events that occurred 
on a leap year include the Salem 
witch trials (1692), Hattie McDaniel 
becoming the fi rst African-Ameri-
can actress to win an Oscar (1940) 
and the installation of the fi rst 
“Walk/Don’t Walk” signs in New 
York City (1952). 
• Th e town of Anthony, which 
borders New Mexico and Texas, is 
the Leap Year Capital of the world 
and has celebrated each leap year 
with a festival since 1988. 
Take a leap 
this Friday
SENATE.GOV
Torn between race and gender, Obama and Clinton duke it out for the Democratic nomination.
IBABUZZ.COM
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Naked Guy is unbridled fun
BY MAYLIN CASTRO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Nagelberg is getting racy, and 
it’s all due to the new addition of 
Th e Play About Th e Naked Guy. Di-
rected by Tom Wojtunik, this mar-
velously hilarious play, brought to 
us by Th e Emerging Artists Th eater 
Company, revolves around the 
fi nancial decline of the Integrity 
Players, a theater company that il-
luminates lesser known classics 
from the dusty bins of obscurity. 
Needless to say this makes the 
company less than profi table.
Th e Integrity Players are headed 
by Amanda (Stacy Meyer) and Dan 
(Jason Schuman), a married couple 
who happen to be actors. Unfor-
tunately, they are dependent on 
Amanda’s forbearing, manipulative 
wench of a mother Mrs. Anderson 
(Ellen Reilly) who is very pregnant 
and out of money.
It is only when Mrs. Anderson 
threatens to take away fi nancial 
support that they see themselves in 
dire straits. In the meantime, Har-
old J Lichtenberger, a “serious the-
ater actor,” and the lead actor of the 
Integrity Players, who is also a clos-
eted gay, attracts the attention of a 
money hungry and very success-
ful producer (Christopher Borg), 
as they tend to be, and his design 
team (Chad Austin and Christopher 
Sloan) in a clandestine gay bar.
Th e producer, Eddie Russini, 
soon takes over the BPAC theatre to 
create one of his shows in total dis-
regard of the integrity of the play-
ers, or lack thereof. It is only when 
they throw Kit Swagger (Dan Am-
boyer), a gay porn star, into the mix 
when the story line really gets going 
… and naked. Soon all the players 
must face their past, their future 
and fi nally decide whether ‘tis art 
or money that they will ultimately 
choose.
Th e whole cast was exceptional 
in their portrayals of the world of 
the Integrity Players. Ellen Reilly, a 
former nominee for the Innovative 
Th eater Awards, gives a superb per-
formance as the overbearing upper 
class mother from Connecticut. Her 
portrayal as the evil mother sent 
the audience into a tizzy. She is that 
woman who we all love to hate, but 
whom we all seek to be, who gets 
‘em all in line with the sound of her 
voice. Ah, how we adore evil, ma-
niacal women in the theater! She 
does for Th e Naked Guy what Meryl 
Streep’s character Miranda Priestly 
did for Th e Devil Wears Prada.
As for Christopher Sloan and 
Chad Austin, these two immensely 
talented actors were as hilarious 
as the overtly gay Will and Grace’s 
Jack McFarlands of the world. Th ey 
were wonderful to watch, the acting 
is in the specifi city of their charac-
ters and actions. Th ey seemed like 
opposite sides of the same coin. 
Accolades must also go out to the 
other characters. It was truly an en-
semble show.
Th e play truly speaks to the pres-
ent day struggling artist; their sacri-
fi ce for a life in art. While the play 
leaves off  on a note that artistry 
cannot survive on integrity alone, 
and that as artists there will come 
a time when one must eventually 
choose between food on the table 
and the love of the art, it is done in 
such a way with characters who ex-
tend to absurdity.
Rarely can one see such a mar-
velous show put together where 
the cast becomes a true ensemble 
while creating such perfect scenes 
on stage. It is a laugh-out-loud mo-
ment that is surely to off end a few, 
but entertain many.
Th e Naked Guy plays until Sun-
day, March 2, so hurry to the show 
while you still can!
Hunting and Gathering for love, home
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR
Th ey say the space you inhabit 
is a clear refl ection of your person-
ality. But what if you never live in a 
place long enough to call it home?
Unfortunately, that indicates 
something about a person as well. 
Th ink the endless male hunt of Sex 
and the City minus the rent-con-
trolled apartment, plus the “dude-
ism” of the Big Lebowski and you 
get Brooke Berman’s contemporary 
play Hunting and Gathering, now 
playing at Primary Stages (59 E. 59th 
Street).
Th ree thirty-somethings played 
by Michael Chernus (Astor), Kei-
ra Naughton (Ruth) and Jeremy 
Shamos (Jesse) and one youngin’ 
played by Mamie Gummer (Bess) 
search for love and safe but aff ord-
able shelter in the city that never 
sleeps.
Ruth is a neurotic mess after 
breaking up with her best friend 
Astor’s married (but, as a result, 
newly divorced) half-brother Jesse. 
Moving from apartment to sublet 
to house-sit, her living situation 
mirrors her emotional unrest. Her 
pathetic incapacity to fi nd love or 
hold down a job is the driving force 
behind the play. Yet, I found her 
naive wounded, “woe is me” act 
coupled with the dismal portrayal 
of an older, still single woman re-
gressive.
But, Ruth isn’t alone. Apparent-
ly one can still couch-surf well into 
their thirties as does Astor, a Jeff  
Bridges-like dude, who spews idio-
syncratic Buddhist nonsense, and 
whose only noteworthy possession 
is his van, which girls dig.
Desperately trying to evoke 
youth, his dialogue emerges as stiff  
and archaic. However, all is not well 
even if you can fi nd and aff ord an 
apartment as bland, straight-laced 
Jesse does, thanks to motherly real-
estate agents. Astor’s brother and 
emasculated Columbia literature 
professor proves that home in his 
new bachelor pad, is not necessar-
ily where the heart is.
Alas, Bess, a wealthy Columbia 
student of a diff erent, more con-
niving breed, puts the moves on 
her professor, Jesse. Her solipsism 
is both endearing and empower-
ing, defi nitely relatable by today’s 
youth. Meryl Streep’s daughter, Ma-
mie Gummer, is the only one brave 
enough who seems capable to cock 
and shoot her prey.
A highly trite play in this day 
and age where all us New York-
ers know, love and real estate are, 
in the words of Pat Benatar, true 
battlefi elds. Th e characters created 
were paper-like and struck no emo-
tional chord in me.
Perhaps, years ago, it was possi-
ble to jump from one apartment to 
the next in today’s hot Lower East 
Side, but how many kind landlords 
do you know who would rent to 
someone with Ruth’s credentials? If 
her checkbook is anything like her 
relationships with men, it’s a won-
der she’d be approved for a loan or 
a lease, deep in the heart of Queens, 
let alone Manhattan.
PRIMARYSTAGES.COM
Three thirty-somethings, played by Michael Chernus, Keira Naughton and Jeremy Shamos; and a youngster, played by Mamie Gummer, search for aff ordable housing and some loving in New York City.
ERICA PARISE I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Dan Amboyer (Kit Swagger) takes center stage as “The Naked Guy” while Stacey Mayer (Amanda) and Christopher Borg (Eddie) provide some cover.
One man does 18 
Broadway divas
BY RHONDA MORGAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
What do you get when you cross 
an award-winning director/cho-
reographer with over 18 female 
Broadway stars? I found out when 
I checked out a preview of Alan 
Palmer’s Fabulous Divas of Broad-
way.
“I don’t do impressions,” Palmer 
announced at the beginning of the 
show. “I’m showing you the im-
pressions these women have left 
on me.” False eyelashes, blond pig-
tails and one blue and white sailor’s 
dress later, the one-man show had 
begun. Starting with Shirley Tem-
ple, what followed was a whirlwind 
of costume changes and Broadway 
numbers. Palmer even found time 
to pay hilarious tributes to what 
he called “the modern-day divas,” 
which included Cher, Joan Rivers 
and Judge Judy.
My personal favorite was his 
rendition of Judy Garland from Th e 
Boy Next Door. He was able to em-
brace the whole persona of Garland, 
down to every gesture, mannerism 
and vocal technique and the result 
was really amazing. In between the 
divas, there were short, sweet an-
ecdotes about his childhood, his 
Broadway experiences and some 
audience participation.
Th e audience participation re-
quired Palmer to request volun-
teers. Of course, despite slumping 
in my seat and looking at the fl oor 
I found myself on stage where I was 
given a Broadway trivia quiz. Need-
less to say, my knowledge of Broad-
way stars, shows and anything re-
lated to Broadway is seriously lack-
ing. I lost out on the prize of a hot 
pink feather boa to a fellow mem-
ber of the audience. Palmer gave a 
remarkable performance in spite of 
a nasty case of laryngitis and proved 
he is a great entertainer.
Fabulous Divas is not your aver-
age Broadway show, it is so much 
more. See for yourself; opening 
night is on Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 
St. Luke’s Th eatre.
FABDIVAS.COM
Alan Palmer as Judy Garland.
FABDIVAS.COM
Alan Palmer as Betty Buckley.
THE TICKER ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT I PAGE 19FEBRUARY 25, 2008
BY MEI XIN (MARGARET) FU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Continuing his eff orts to break 
into the U.S. market, CEO of Korean 
record label JYP Entertainment, 
Park Jin Young (otherwise known 
as JYP, his initials) will be holding a 
concert at Madison Square Garden 
on Friday, Feb. 29. Featured acts in-
clude Wonder Girls, Lim Jeong Hee 
(known as J-Lim in America), Min, 
and G-Soul. With Rain’s (singer/ac-
tor formerly under the label) sold-
out concerts here in New York City 
two years ago, JYP hopes to mirror 
that success and once again expand 
the hallyu, or the Korean wave, par-
ticularly with regards to entertain-
ment, outside of Asia.
Th is time, idol group Wonder 
Girls is in the limelight. Although 
the band members’ average age is 
17, they have already topped nearly 
every chart in Korea with their hit 
retro-esque song, “Tell Me.” Even 
the dance from their music video 
and performances has become a 
phenomenon in Korea, copied by 
everyone from schoolgirls to police 
offi  cers and fl ight attendants.
In addition to the tour, which 
started on Sunday, Feb. 17, the 
Wonder Girls will be fi lming a spe-
cial season for their MTV reality 
show in New York City. You should 
be on the lookout as they are ex-
pected to visit famous universities 
and television stations.
Th e concert will also showcase 
JYP’s lesser-known protégés Lim 
Jeong Hee and Min, and G-Soul. 
Last November, Min released a hip-
hop single, “Go Ahead” in the U.S. 
on which she worked with Lil’ Jon.
Lim Jeong Hee, on the other 
hand, is rumored to be studying 
English on 34th Street. Known as the 
Korean Alicia Keys, the R&B singer 
is expected to debut in America this 
year, having collaborated with rap 
duo Outkast’s Big Boi for her song, 
“Th e Asian Soul.”
Tickets are still available through 
TicketMaster.com, with prices rang-
ing from $40 to $150. JYPE will also 
hold a concert at the Wiltern in Los 
Angeles on Saturday, March 8.
JYPE is known for its edgy blend 
of hip-hop and R&B music that has 
been evidently infl uenced by main-
stream American styles, though re-
cently it has been delving into pop 
as well, with the Wonder Girls.
A brilliant composer and pro-
ducer, JYP was able to transform 
trainees into superstars within a 
short period of time. His market-
ing strategy for artists debuting in 
America is signifi cantly diff erent 
from that of those in Korea. Instead 
of signing them up to perform at 
various music shows, he takes the 
underground approach and intro-
duces them at renowned night-
clubs around the city. JYPE is also 
looking for new talent worldwide, 
as it will be having its global audi-
tions in New York and Los Angeles 
during early March of this year.
With declining record sales in 
Korea, many entertainment com-
panies are seeking new markets 
overseas. Popular artists such as 
Se7en (of YG Entertainment), who 
has previously worked with Amerie 
and BoA (of SM Entertainment), 
who is working with one of Madon-
na’s former producers, Peter Rafel-
son, are already preparing for their 
debut here in America.
It is not that the singers lack tal-
ent nor is it a clash of music styles. 
Aside from having to overcome 
the language barrier, these ven-
tures pose a greater problem: Is the 
American music industry ready to 
accept an Asian singer? JYP’s ef-
forts to pave the way for future gen-
erations of Asian musicians in the 
U.S. and breaking the stereotype 
that Asians are only good at math 
and science is commendable.
Advocating for an international 
musical alliance, JYP has tirelessly 
spoken at colleges and networked 
with others in the business here in 
New York. If all goes well, JYP just 
may be able to turn the dreams of 
numerous unknown talents into re-
alities, transforming America as we 
know it and shattering our preju-
diced mindsets.
Korean music on the upswing
K-POPPED.COM
Lim Jeong Hee, who collaborated with 
Big Boi, is Korea’s answer to Alicia Keys. 
BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDENT
On Th ursday, Feb. 28 
at 12:45 p.m. in the BPAC 
Lounge (NVC, level B3), BPAC 
will continue to play the fi lm 
Umrao Jaan. Indian beauty 
Aishwarya Rai stars in direc-
tor J.P. Dutta’s remake about 
a poor girl who is sold into a 
brothel where she is trans-
formed into the courtesan 
Umrao Jaan. Life as a courte-
san is fi lled with hard knocks 
as Umrao tries everything in 
her power to control her own 
destiny. Th is fi lm is subtitled.
Last chance to see J. Kyle 
Manzay’s Th e Actor’s Rap!, 
with performances Th ursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. 
and a Saturday matinee at 3 
p.m. Th is outrageous com-
edy centers around a group 
of actors frustrated by rappers 
turned actors who steal their 
roles. Baruch students and 
faculty can see this comedy 
for only $20.
Th e Emerging Artists Th e-
atre continues with the Triple 
Th reat Play Premiere featur-
ing Th e Play About Th e Naked 
Guy, Claymont and Sisters’ 
Dance. Th e Play About Th e Na-
ked Guy tracks a group of thes-
pians that will stop at nothing 
to save their company from 
bankruptcy. Claymont takes 
us to the summer of ’69 when 
Neil Greenglass discovers who 
he is by falling in love with a 
draft dodger next door. In Sis-
ters’ Dance, two sisters must 
overcome their diff erences 
and learn the meaning of fam-
ily. Tickets are $50 but are only 
$25 for students.
55UnderGround is off ering 
a special $10 ticket for Baruch 
students only. Go to the Box 
Offi  ce and tell them you read 
about it in Th e Ticker. 55Un-
derGround is still accepting 
members for its street team. If 
interested, contact Shawyonia 
Pettigrew at shawyonia_petti-
grew@baruch.cuny.edu.
Schedules, tickets and infor-
mation about BPAC events can 
be obtained at the Box Offi  ce or 
at baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 
Th e Law of Dreams, Peter Beh-
ren’s debut novel and winner of 
the 2006 Governor General’s Liter-
ary Award for Fiction, is a poignant 
portrayal of the unrelenting eff ort 
of one boy searching for greater 
possibilities in the wake of unimag-
inable loss.
Fergus O’Brien is introduced at 
the beginning as a young boy on a 
large farm in 1846 Ireland who, as 
the story unfolds, matures into a 
man with an extraordinary amount 
of perseverance, courage and 
strength.
Th e novel, a dramatic work of 
historical fi ction, begins with the 
devastating eff ects of the Potato 
Famine in Ireland. After Fergus’ 
father refuses to leave the barren 
land that is his life, the family is left 
completely alone and eventually 
succumbs to black fever, leaving 
Fergus an orphan. Th en, because 
the fever is extremely contagious, 
Fergus’s only home is burned 
down, an event that leaves an in-
delible mark on his mind.
From this point on, Fergus 
makes his way to America. Th rough 
his travels, he constantly fi nds 
himself in intriguing company. As 
though it is a theme of his life, Fer-
gus loses his three loves Phoebe, 
Luke and Molly, each in terribly 
tragic ways. However, in the end, 
as though by some miracle, Fergus 
ends up on his way to America with 
money in his pocket and the prom-
ise of a better life.
Part of what makes the novel, 
which is based on Behren’s own 
family history, so unbelievable is 
the unfl inching honesty with which 
he writes the story. Every moment 
is told in a vivid and frank tone that 
the momentousness of the story, 
and its historic reality, cannot be 
missed.
In addition, it seems as though 
Behren is speaking directly to you 
many times in the novel, a tech-
nique that brings the story directly 
into your mind and your heart. 
Th ey impart lessons that are as true 
in Fergus’ world as they are in our 
modern society.
Th e last part of the book is dated 
May 1847, and as you come to that 
page, it seems unimaginable that 
Fergus, still a boy in age, could have 
lived such a life in one year. But by 
the end of the novel, Fergus is truly 
BARNESANDNOBLE.COM
An Irish boy’s journey to America
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BY MEHRAN GHAFFARSAMAR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e complexities of the brain, 
specifi cally the neural processes 
involved in memory recall, have re-
cently garnered new insight thanks 
to a study involving deep brain 
stimulation (DBS) surgery.  
A patient who underwent DBS 
surgery reported experiencing viv-
id recollections of personal memo-
ries while surgeons were stimulat-
ing his hypothalamus. Moreover, 
as the intensity of the stimulation 
was heightened, so too was the viv-
idness of the experience felt by the 
patient.  
In an eff ort to combat the pa-
tient’s life-long battle with obesity, 
surgeon Andres Loranzo, 
a leading expert on 
deep brain stimula-
tion, along with his 
team at the Toronto 
Western Hospital in 
Ontario hoped to 
isolate possible ap-
petite suppression 
sites by stimulating 
specifi c areas within the 
brain. As Loranzo and 
his team carefully moved 
from one area of stimula-
tion to another, the patient, 
who was awake but anesthetized, 
suddenly reported a “déjà vu”-like 
experience.  
DBS surgery is primarily used 
as a treatment for Parkinson’s dis-
ease.  It is a procedure which uti-
lizes strategically placed electrodes 
which emit an electric current into 
the brain. In a number of follow-up 
studies with Dr. Loranzo’s origi-
nal patient, it was clear the patient 
displayed improved memory and 
learning abilities — a fi nding that 
could ultimately prove to be monu-
mental for those with Alzheimer’s. 
It seems, thus far, that the stimula-
tion of the hypothalamus has prov-
en most eff ective in rendering a 
patient with an increased capacity 
for the recollection of old and the 
recognition of new memories. 
Th e hypothalamus is largely re-
sponsible for the maintenance of 
the body through its ability to reg-
ulate a person’s desire to eat and 
drink.  Other functions include the 
slowing of the pulse and the low-
ering of blood pressure in order to 
facilitate the body’s ability to rest. 
Th e hypothalamus is also involved 
in the regulation of emotional ca-
pacities such as rage, pleasure and 
general arousal.  
Th e hypothalamus plays a part 
in making the transmission of elec-
trical messages from one cell to 
another possible. Th e stimulation 
of the region to induce memory re-
call can have a number of ramifi ca-
tions, the gamut running 
from medical and 
psychiatric to recre-
ational and hedo-
nistic.  Th ose who 
suff er from both 
retrograde and an-
terograde amnesia 
might have 
hope in re-
covering once 
lost memories 
and the ability to retain new 
ones.  Individuals in therapy 
could have the ability to revisit 
repressed memories, if need be. 
Pleasure-seekers might have the 
luxury of reliving that fi rst kiss if 
they so desire.
Th e hypothalamus’ integral role 
in the limbic system isn’t a new 
phenomenon.  However, the pecu-
liarities it possesses alongside the 
other members of the limbic sys-
tem, which are namely responsible 
for memory and emotion, have yet 
to be fully realized. Furthermore, 
the application of the knowledge 
already ascertained is arguably still 
in its fl edgling stages. Only with 
continued research can more light 
be shed on the yet to be fully ex-
plored organic frontier that is the 
human mind.  
Science
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Th ings you thought you knew
n Our Body: 3 myths 
exposed about food
BY EDWARD DRAKHLIS
ADVERTISING MANAGER
Myth: Getting high on bagels 
Fact: Made most popular in an 
old episode of “Seinfeld,” where 
Elaine fails her drug tests after eat-
ing poppy seed bagels. Th is myth 
states that these bagels or any food 
with poppy seeds will cause you to 
fail a drug test by mimicking opium 
use. Well folks, this myth is true. It 
only takes two bagels to fail a drug 
test. Of the 90 diff erent species of 
poppy, one, papaver somniferum, 
is used for both drugs and food. 
Don’t worry about getting high 
off  of bagels, though. Th ere aren’t 
enough opiates in them to get you 
high. Now if you are looking for a 
buzz, no need to look for bagel deal-
ers behind alley ways. Poppies are 
actually legal to have in possession, 
(but not with the intent to grow 
more), and can be ordered from 
a gardening magazine or maybe 
a neighborhood fl orist. A popular 
trend today is brewing tea from the 
poppy heads, which can actually 
be quite addictive and have many 
negative reactions with overuse. 
So, next time you’re having 
breakfast, you may want to rethink 
eating bagels if you have the kind of 
job where you’re required to have a 
spontaneous drug test. For the rest 
of you, now you can have an “ex-
cuse” for failing it.
Myth: Chicken Soup: Remedy 
for a cold?
Fact: Th e belief that chicken 
soup has curative properties can 
be traced back centuries. Twelfth 
century physician Maimonides 
recommended his patients to eat 
chicken soup to treat a cold and 
other ailments such as diarrhea 
and leprosy. 
No study has actually proven 
that chicken soup can cure the 
common cold, but many have con-
cluded that it has benefi cial traits 
in treating symptoms. Th e steam 
from the hot broth can help clear 
congestion and the spices used in 
the soup can also help one breath 
easier by thinning the mucus. 
Research has also found that 
chicken soup works very well as an 
anti-infl ammatory and has many 
similarities to current cough medi-
cines. For example, it has been de-
termined that the soup releases a 
certain amino acid which is very 
close to an existing drug called ace-
tylcysteine, which is prescribed to 
treat respiratory disease. Also, the 
soup’s reputation as a remedy prob-
ably acts as a placebo eff ect and 
contributes to its healing power.
Since we’re on the topic of colds, 
another misconception is that you 
can get the common cold from just 
being out in chilly weather. Th is is 
not true. Th e cold is caused only by 
exposure to the specifi c cold virus 
(acute viral nasopharyngitis). Cold 
weather however, does weaken 
your immune system, making you 
more susceptible to catching the 
virus.
Myth: It takes seven years to di-
gest gum
Fact: It has been a common 
belief that if you swallow a piece 
of chewing gum, it will linger un-
digested in your stomach for seven 
years due to its indigestible quality. 
Th e fact is that gum passes through 
your digestive tract at the speed of 
any other food. Th e only diff erence 
is that it comes out of you basically 
unchanged. Chewing gum was 
formerly made from resin, which 
had been changed to a latex base, 
chicle, for economic reasons. Now, 
most companies use synthetic pe-
troleum-based polymers instead of 
chicle.
 
Ask Ed (ticker_ads@baruch.
cuny.edu) to expose popular myths!
Joke of the Week . . . 
Q: What did the nuclear physicist have for lunch?
A: Fission chips.
BY LAURA ALVARADO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Viruses, the most common ail-
ment aff ecting the ill during winter-
time, have a new enemy. Scientists 
have proposed the possibility that 
viruses can be destroyed by lasers 
and sound waves. 
Research done by Physicist Otto 
Sankey of Arizona State University, 
shows that viruses attacked by laser 
pulses of particular resonance fre-
quencies were destroyed. 
Resonance frequencies are the 
rate at which something oscillates 
or vibrates. It is believed that this 
vibration can destroy the virus cap-
sid.
Th e hard part is trying to fi gure 
out the frequencies at which the 
virus capsids collapse. Capsids are 
the shells around a virus, mainly 
composed of protein. When the 
capsids collapse, the virus can no 
longer function. 
Th e process is tedious, since 
fi nding these frequencies entails 
trial and error. Sanky and his stu-
dent Eric Dykeman recently re-
ported the frequency of tobacco 
necrosis virus, a plant pathogenic 
virus, to be 60 GHz, with their new 
technology to calculate the atomic 
movement of the virus shell. 
Th is experiment mirrored that 
of Kon-Th on Tsen, a laser expert 
at Arizona State University and his 
son Shaw Wei Tsen, a biology stu-
dent at Johns Hopkins University, 
who used ultrashort pulse lasers 
(USP) to shatter the virus capsid. 
Tsen had been working with 
USP lasers for many years prior to 
the publications about this discov-
ery. According to researchers, the 
laser is destructive to the virus pro-
tein shells but harmless to human 
cells. 
Th e USP laser releases energy in 
femto-second pulses (one millionth 
of a nano-second) at a time. 
Th ese lasers use 40 times less 
energy than the energy level that 
harms human T-cells, which are 
able to kill virus-infected cells, cells 
with bacteria and cancer cells with 
tumor antigens. 
A problem that arises from this 
process is that the laser light does 
not penetrate skin deep enough to 
attack all viruses in the body. 
A solution may be dialysis ma-
chines, used to circulate the laser 
therapy throughout the body, or, 
if that results in impracticality, ul-
trasound machines with particular 
resonance frequency lasers. 
Th is new idea can be very prom-
ising in destroying petty viruses, as 
well as more detrimental ones like 
HIV and hepatitis. 
For now, further research must 
be conducted to attain steady re-
sults.
BY FRANKLIN CHO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A team of researchers from 
Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine conducted a double-
blind experiment to assess whether 
psilocybin, a psychedelic drug, 
evoked mystical experiences and 
altered the moods of the subjects., 
in an effort to explore it’s medical 
uses for psychological disorders. 
This report was published in the 
Journal of Psychopharmacology.
Thirty-six middle-aged patients 
were given psilocybin and Ritalin, 
which served as a placebo, in two 
separate sessions. The subjects 
were administered a questionnaire 
to measure the magnitude of their 
mystical experience.
Two-thirds of those who were 
given psilocybin stated that they 
did indeed have a profound 
religious experience. Two months 
later, four out of five subjects 
reported greater exuberance and 
life satisfaction.
According to the report, two-
thirds of the subjects rated the 
experience as “among the top 
five most meaningful experiences 
of their lives.” However, nearly a 
third of the subjects experienced 
anxiety, or a bad trip, during their 
session, none of which lasted 
beyond the session.
The Multidisciplinary 
Association for Psychedelic 
Studies, or MAPS, conducted 
research on MDMA, or ecstasy, with 
results showing reduction in post-
traumatic stress disorder. Tests are 
being conducted now on whether 
MDMA, short for Methylene 
Dioxy Methamphetamine, is a 
viable anti-anxiety drug for cancer 
patients. MAPS has also carried 
out studies on psilocybin’s effects 
on obsessive compulsive disorder 
and LSD’s effects on cluster 
headaches with positive results.
Psychedelic drugs, which are 
not addictive, have also been 
shown to cure addiction to alcohol 
and heroin. St. Thomas Aquinas, 
in his seminal work Summa 
Theologiae, called it the beatific 
vision. Psychologist Abraham 
Maslow, in Religions, Values, and 
Peak Experiences, designated it a 
peak experience. The religious, 
or transcendental, experience has 
been a matter of conjecture for 
psychologists, philosophers and 
theologians for eons.
Numerous notable saints and 
mystics, including St. Teresa of 
Avila and Rumi, describe joyous 
and intensely ecstatic states that 
enduringly changed them for the 
better.
The experience is marked by 
awe, affirmation of existence, loss 
of space and time and an increase 
in creativity and compassion. 
These sublime occurrences are 
induced by sensory deprivation, 
meditation and severe illness.
Nonetheless, they have 
garnered little credibility in the 
scientific community and have 
thus received minimal attention.
However, recent studies, such 
as one conducted at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine; 
systematically investigate the 
effects of psychoactive substances 
in eliciting mystical experiences 
in addition to curing mental 
ailments.
Psychoactive drugs and its 
effects did not gain widespread 
interest within the scientific 
community till 1943 when Dr. 
Albert Hoffman, a Swiss chemist, 
accidentally ingested LSD-25. 
His account of the experience 
sparked scientific interest in 
lysergic acid and similar agents. 
By the 1950s and 1960s, over 1,000 
papers were published detailing 
the treatment of mental illness 
from schizophrenia to depression 
through psychedelic drugs.
It was also during this 
time that the “Good Friday 
Experiment” was conducted 
by Walter Pahnke, a graduate 
student at Harvard Divinity 
School. Groups of ten students 
with religious predispositions 
were administered either the 
hallucinogen psilocybin or niacin, 
which served as a placebo. The 
experiment was carried out at a 
chapel in Boston during a Good 
Friday service. The goal was 
to see whether there was any 
relationship between psychedelic 
drugs and mystical consciousness. 
Surprisingly, nearly all the group 
members who received psilocybin 
reported undergoing a religious 
experience.
Also, in 1964, internist Eric Kast 
cited how LSD provided elation 
and pain reduction for terminally 
ill patients. Unfortunately, 
rampant abuse by uncontrolled 
youth during the late 1960s 
led to laws and restrictions on 
psychedelic drugs. 
Consequently, research 
laboratories ceased to function 
after manufacturers of psychedelic 
drugs discontinued their supplies 
and funding for research 
withered.
The field of psychedelic 
research is picking up from where 
the psychopharmacological 
community left off in the 1960s. 
In addition to promoting well-
being and personal growth, 
hallucinogens, when dispensed 
under the right conditions, 
may unlock a Pandora’s Box of 
treatments for mental illnesses.
Increased knowledge of the 
neuroscience behind psychedelic 
induced experiences may improve 
treatment and therapeutic 
methods, and help us further our 
study in human consciousness.
The implications of psychedelic 
drug research in scientific 
advancement would be huge and 
it would be thoughtless not to 
pursue it.
Winter 
woes 
zapped 
away
Psychedelic drugs on the mind?
Mysterious memories
ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARD WU I THE TICKER
MEDICALOOK.COM
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Welcome to Africa
Zicklin Africa Business Club
750 Newman Library
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Real Estate Finance with 
David Shulman
Real Estate Networking Club 
137 E. 22nd Street
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Raffl  e for Relay for Life
Alpha Phi Delta
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
(Tuesday and Thursday)
Ticker Sales for Cultural 
Show
Black Students Union
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
(Tuesday and Thursday)
Salsa Lessons
PRIDE, LASO, LAY and Latin 
Society
Room 3-215 (NVC) 
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Mock Interviews
Jewish Business Leaders
Room 3-160 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.
The Friedman Hour 
Jewish Student Alliance
Room 3-240 (NVC) 
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
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LEISURE EDITOR
The Nisanov Zone
Jewish Student Alliance
Room 3-240 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
African Americans and Islam
Muslim Students Association 
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Coff eehouse #1
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
Multi-Purpose Room 1-107 
(NVC)
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
PWC Presents: Shari 
Belgrave
Accounting Society, ALPFA, Beta 
Alpha Psi, NAASA and NABA
Room 3-165 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Unsung Heroes of the Civil 
Rights Movement 
Black History Month Committee
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:20 p.m.
Information Session
AIESEC
Room 3-210 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Lenten Prayer Services
Chaplains Offi  ce Newman 
Catholic Center
Room 3-216 (NVC)
1:30 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Cultural Show: A Tribute to 
Black Unity
Black Students Union
Mason Hall (23rd Street)
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Blood Drive Sign-Up 
Offi  ce Student Life and N.Y. 
Blood Drive
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(Monday to Friday)
Welcome to Africa Promo-
tion
Zicklin Africa Business Club
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
(Monday and Tuesday)
Kabalah 101
Jewish Student Alliance
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
1 p.m. to 6 p.m.
To check your Crossword answers, visit theticker.org.
Submit your event listings to 
leisure@theticker.org
ICE HOCKEY
Starting Club Team,Need Ten Signatures, Under-Grad & Grad, Contact Me A.S.A.P. Eurban17@gmail.com
BY TAHEERA TIM KEE
HEALTH AND WELLNESS CORRESPONDENT
Some of us may blush while 
reading this article or even hesitate 
to bring up the topic among friends. 
However, it is integral that more 
young women learn about breast 
health since we all have a pair. Th e 
importance of this article became 
more evident when, in having a 
discussion with one of my friends, 
she revealed that she had lumps in 
her breasts.
Alarmed, I immediately envi-
sioned cancerous cysts, unwanted 
and hostile, trapped in her mam-
mary glands. However, she was 
quick to assure me that, not only 
were the lumps benign (non can-
cerous), but that it was something 
that both her mother and sister 
also experienced, a condition 
called fi broadenoma, hereditary 
non-malignant breast lumps. In 
my ignorance, I had never heard of 
such a phenomenon and did some 
supplementary research about the 
“disease”. Th ere are basically three 
types of conditions that would lead 
to lumps in breasts: breast cancer, 
fi brocystic breast disease and fi bro-
adenoma.
I will focus on fi broadenoma 
the only one of the high-
lighted conditions that 
predominantly af-
fects women under 
the age of 30.  Fibro-
adenomas are tumors 
that are comprised of 
fi brous and glandular 
tissue. Th e tumors are 
usually small, oval and 
freely mobile, and may also appear 
in clusters. Th eir mobility may be 
somewhat disconcerting, because 
they seem to have a free range of 
movement within the breast mass, 
which is a bit unusual.
How can you be sure that the 
“lumps” that you feel in the breast 
are relatively harmless fi broadeno-
mas? Short of doing your own self 
breast exam, which all women over 
the age of 20 should perform fairly 
regularly, you should defi nitely 
go to your doctor to have an ultra-
sonogram performed.
One may assume that a some-
times painful, often uncomfort-
able mammogram would have to 
be taken, however it is not eff ective 
in distinguishing fi broadenoma 
masses from other types of masses 
that may be present in the breast. 
Once this is done, the doctor either 
confi rms or rules out the lumps’ 
identities as fi broadenomas. If you 
do have the condition, there are op-
tions to deal with it depending on 
the severity of the situation.
In instances where the lumps 
are small and painless and 
a sample biopsy 
belies no 
imminent threat, they can be left 
alone. However, if the lumps are 
too big and pose a potential threat, 
they can be surgically removed.
Why do these tumors appear in 
the fi rst place? A direct cause has 
not been determined, but some 
links have been made to fl uctua-
tions in hormone levels as most 
cases occur in women who are 
pregnant, pre-menopausal, expe-
riencing menstruation or taking 
estrogen therapy.
So while there is no true preven-
tative measure for fi broadenomas, 
I think it is in the best interest of 
young women everywhere to regu-
larly perform a breast self exam. In 
this age of information and tech-
nology, there are many electronic 
resources available to show you 
exactly how to perform a breast self 
exam. Young women should make 
gynecological appointments regu-
larly to keep their reproductive and 
overall health in check.
For more information on breast 
health and other gynecological 
issues, visit the Baruch 
Health Care Center or 
make an appointment 
at (646) 312-2040.
Imagine yourself lying in bed 
with a guy and starting to get 
“busy.” Th ings are getting heat-
ed, but you know something is 
off . Your getting anxious, know-
ing that he’s in the zone, and for 
some odd reason, you’re just not 
feeling it. With the pressure 
rolling, there seems to be 
only one option left ... fake 
it.
However, exactly 
how many men are 
aware of this growing 
situation? Geor-
giy Teverovskiy, a 
senior at Long Is-
land University, 
said, “I would 
never want to 
know if she actu-
ally fakes it. But I 
would want her 
to gently nudge 
me in the right 
direction so she 
doesn’t have to 
fake it.” In contrast, oth-
er men would prefer that 
she be honest and have a 
one-on-one conversation 
so that he can improve.
Many women do not have 
the heart to let their signifi cant 
other know that they are not be-
ing pleasured. Instead, they opt 
to avoid embarrassing the proud 
soldier. 
Aside from hurting his feel-
ings, they could be unsure of 
how to approach the situation 
and if they do, they are afraid of 
jeopardizing the relationship. 
But sometimes, a woman just 
isn’t in the mood and their way 
of getting it over with is to fake it.
Here are some helpful tips to 
prevent those fake orgasms:
Th ere are certain sexual 
positions that could give 
you a good work-out 
and would leave you 
satisfi ed. (Ladies, get 
ready for those bi-
kinis).
Oral Sex: Maps are 
helpful.
Sex Toys: Spencer’s 
the Toys-R-Us for 
adults.
Talking: Just ask 
what she wants.
Th ere are many 
ways to make  sure that 
your sexual experienc-
es don’t go to waste. 
For those of you ex-
periencing this for the 
fi rst time and are not sure 
what exactly an orgasm feels like, 
that’s why they invented Google. 
Don’t worry if the fi rst couple 
of times aren’t “magic.” It takes 
time and practice.
Communication is key. Talk-
ing with your signifi cant other 
brings out the issues on to the 
table and prevents those fakers.
•
•
•
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 Leisure
n Tips to create 
trendy and classy 
hairstyles
BY COSETTE PICHARDO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
We, the young women of Baruch, 
are both busy and beautiful.  Com-
ing in all shapes, sizes and grade 
point averages, we are not only the 
future trailblazers of our fi elds but 
present employees as well.  
When you add up the weekly toll, 
however, most of us barely have the 
time to get half a night’s rest before 
we have to catch the morning train. 
Somehow, we can manage to look 
decent by the end of the day, but 
check out the hair: does it look like 
it has had any love recently? 
Th ese three hairstyles are meant 
to be easy, fast and eff ective; any of 
these dos will make you look good. 
Warning: these bobs are meant 
to make you look graceful, so you 
might run the risk of getting a com-
pliment.
Hottie No. One:  Th e Melena
Leaving your mane loose is 
nearly eff ortless and almost always 
lovely.  Instead of leaving the parti-
tion to the middle of your head, you 
can part your hair to the side over 
the right or left pupil and pin the 
shorter side up with a hair clip.  You 
may also pick up both sides of the 
hair with pins.
Hottie No. Two:  Th e Ponytail
A simple classic, many people 
forget that this is an elegant way to 
pin up your hair without getting a 
headache in the process. You can 
wear it to the side, higher or lower 
on your head, loose or tight. Th e 
best way to wear it is high on your 
head.  If you have short hair, you 
can pick up the ends and clip it 
into the root of the ponytail with a 
good barrette. Don’t be stingy on a 
beautiful hair accessory; a good one 
will not only make your ponytail 
look elegant, it won’t get stuck on 
your hair. First, comb out your hair 
with a short comb; use pomade or 
gel to get any stray strands to stay in 
place. Pick your hair up to the de-
sired height, comb once more and 
tie into place.
Hottie No. Th ree: Th e Chignon
Considered the elegant version 
of a bun, you make a low ponytail, 
pick up the end of the tail and tie 
into a tight spiral. Hold the base of 
the ponytail with one hand and lift 
the tail straight up with the other. 
Loop your tail clockwise around 
the base. When you’ve made half of 
a circle, release the hand holing the 
base and use it to hold the forming 
bun as you continue to coil the tail 
of the chignon. Once you reach the 
end of your tail tuck it under your 
bun. 
If it’s long enough, you will be 
able to pull the ends through the 
middle of said chignon. Two strate-
gically placed bobby pins will suf-
fi ce to hold the chignon. Th is look 
is great with some loose strands to 
frame your face. 
If, after the chignon is complet-
ed, you prefer the polished look, 
simply spread some moose or hair 
smoother onto your hair with your 
hands. If you use a comb or brush 
at this point, you will end up with 
an awkward rise at the base of the 
do.
Th ree classics: simple, easy 
and fl exible. Even though you’ve 
seen them before, accessories and 
variations will aid you in achiev-
ing a pleasing look.  Th ere are also 
a multitude of styles that are avail-
able online.  
I strongly suggest that you go 
online or walk into the photogra-
phy section of your nearest literary 
facility and take some time to look 
at the hairstyles of female Hol-
lywood stars of the 20th century. 
Great hairstyles take time, but it 
might inspire you to add a twist to 
your hairstyle. 
Braids are also very chic and 
they last all day long.  Have fun! 
You deserve it.
Helpful dos for your do
EMEDIAWIRE.COM
Easy styles that can be done fast and look amazing. 
Self-test could save lives
Is she faking it?
ABOUT.COM 
SEX WITH ELYSSA & HELEN
SXC.HU 
TICKER ARCHIVES
THE TICKER LEISURE I PAGE 25FEBRUARY 25, 2008
Top 5: Informational/ 
interesting websites
BY JESSICA CHEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Read All About It … Online
So you’ve heard all about how 
this year is the most exciting year 
ever, politically. Th e presiden-
tial election is coming up and the 
names Clinton, Obama, Huckabee 
and McCain bombard you from ev-
ery corner.  You turn on the news 
and there’s always the ubiquitous 
news story about obesity and some 
shocking crime. With so much to 
take in, it seems almost impossible 
to understand each issue to its full 
extent. Th ankfully, the internet, a 
godsend of college students, does 
not fail to off er a plethora of both 
helpful and enjoyable sites that ca-
ter not only news and gravity, but 
also entertainment and mirth.
1. Slate.com
Ahh, where to start?  Slate is one 
of the premier online news sites, 
not only because of its easy to navi-
gate, well organized site, but also 
because of the amount of talent 
and research that goes into its con-
tent.  Th e website features articles 
on news, politics, style, arts and 
leisure, among other categories. 
Rest assured, Slate’s articles are 
entertaining and so are the article 
choices, including “What’s wrong 
with the New Lexus H ads” and 
“Circumcision and Sexual Satisfac-
tion.”  
2. Th eMorningNews.org
Th e great thing about online 
news sites, Th e Morning News in 
particular, is the level of cleverness 
and opinion that can go into each 
piece without corrupting it.  Th e 
layout of the site is very scattered, 
and yet logical at the same time. 
Th ere are tasteful little snippets of 
stories here and there, not unlike 
overhearing an interesting conver-
sation.  And that’s exactly how the 
articles are written, in a structured 
but conversational tone, encom-
passing the areas of personal es-
says, humor, profi les, opinions and 
more.
3. Gothamist.com
Th e Gothamist is formatted as a 
more traditional blog website. Th e 
stories cascade in a vertical fashion 
and are arranged in no particular 
order of importance or topic.  Of 
course, it is possible to navigate 
between topics by selecting a spe-
cifi c tab, but in general, stories are 
whimsically laid out. Th e great thing 
about this layout is that it prompts 
viewers to read stories and discover 
facts that they might have never 
known otherwise, like the banning 
of smoking cigarettes on screen for 
G, PG and PG-13 movies. Finally, 
because it is focused on New York it 
is not only relevant, but also framed 
in a context of wit and snark.
4. VillageVoice.com
Just the mention of the name, 
Th e Village Voice  incites a sense of 
wonder in listener’s ears.  For any 
who have not read Th e Village Voice 
before, it is a quirky, alternative 
newspaper, one that is more con-
centrated on New York, particularly 
Manhattan, than most other pa-
pers. Th e website expands on some 
of the well — loved sections of the 
paper, including a specialized clas-
sifi eds and Guide to New York sec-
tion (a great aid, even to native New 
Yorkers), as well as supplemental 
pictures and videos to many of its 
news stories.
5. MTVU.com
As seen in the name, this site 
is an affi  liate of MTV. Its focus is 
also on music and activism, but 
even more on college and campus 
awareness and enlightenment. Th e 
site boasts a healthy amount of in-
teresting music and articles, urging 
students to take part in such dif-
ferent areas such as action against 
DarFur, Black History Month, poet-
ry, and of course, spring break. Th e 
website also hosts a variety of vid-
eos and unique contests, as well as 
links that feed into the mission plan 
of the site, which is to educate and 
move students towards change.
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BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
OPINION EDITOR
Tucked away on Lexington Ave-
nue, Latin Th ing may go unnoticed 
to many hurrying New Yorkers. 
But since it opened approximately 
halfway through the past fall ’07 
semester, the small orange store-
front establishment has fi lled the 
stomachs of many happy Baruch 
students who have taken the time 
to stop by and try it.
Th e place is tiny. Th ere is just 
enough room for two small tables, 
four chairs, a refrigerator fi lled with 
soda bottles and a counter with the 
Latin food the restaurant gets its 
name from. 
Yet despite the limited space, 
Latin Th ing does not feel cramped. 
Th e entire place, from its wall mir-
rors to the space surrounding the 
food, seems, to the naked eye, to 
be spotless. Th e size of Latin Th ing, 
added to its very friendly staff , in 
fact makes it all the more welcom-
ing and somehow comforting. 
But Latin Th ing can boast on 
something other than its simplistic 
décor — its food is good. Th e pernil 
sandwich, toasted and packed with 
“Puerto Rican spiced roast pork,” 
will undoubtedly fi ll you up. 
You might want to have some 
napkins and gum within reach, 
however, because the sandwich is 
on the greasy side and will defi nite-
ly give you strong garlic breath. 
Th e burritos are stuff ed with 
pico de gallo, rice and a choice of 
meat and topping, and the portion 
size is sure to hold you up for the 
duration of a couple of classes. 
Many people also opt for the 
rice and beans platters, which 
come with salad and a choice of 
meat. Everything is priced between 
$5.95 and $6.45 and, with a 15 per-
cent discount for students, this can 
defi nitely be a good choice for a big 
lunch although, you’ll have to fi nd 
a place to actually eat the food. 
Latin Th ing also provides many 
side dishes, free delivery and a 
catering menu. With Latin music 
playing while customers wait for 
their food, the young restaurant 
certainly has a young vibe. 
While the food may not neces-
sarily get you to “taste the rhythm,” 
as the motto boasts, it will defi nitely 
satisfy your cravings for Latin food 
at a small price. 
Out of 5 stars: 
Food: ´´´1/2
Service: ´´´´1/2
Atmosphere: ´´´1/2
Price: $
Latin hot spot meets the grade
The colorful backsplash and background music give off  a Latin beat.
JOSH KU I THE TICKER
JOSH KU I THE TICKER
“Taste the rhythm” at Latin Thing. 
Latin Thing
61-B Lexington Ave.
New York, NY 10010
(Between 25th & 26th St.) 
(212) 213-2522
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SportsTHE TICKER
February 25, 2008
SCHEDULE
Men’s and Women’s Swimming
2/28 – ECAC Open Finals@UPitt, TBA
2/29 – ECAC Open Finals@UPitt, TBA
3/01 – ECAC Open Finals@UPitt, TBA
3/02 – ECAC Open Finals@UPitt, TBA
Men’s Volleyball
2/25 – CUNY Polytech@Baruch, 7 p.m.
2/26 – Baruch@CUNY Lehman, 7 p.m.
2/28 – Baruch@CUNY Medgar Evers, 7 p.m.
2/29 – Bard Tournament, 6 p.m.
3/01 – Bard Tournament Playoff , TBA
Third time’s a charm
BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION
Danial Levent takes a shot at Mount Saint Vincent’s.
BY ROSIE GENAO 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Any other regular season match 
would have been an easy sweep for 
the Bearcats but the Dolphins of 
Mount Saint Vincent splashed on 
the scene with an intensity that the 
Cats were not quite ready for. 
Th e Bearcats towered over the 
visiting Dolphins, but what the visi-
tors lacked in height they made up 
in might. Mount Saint Vincent took 
the fi rst set, but the Cats snatched 
the second, putting the rivals head-
to-head. As the each team attacked 
the other and inched over one an-
other, the victory could have gone 
to any side. 
Th e match spilled over into an 
exciting fi fth set, which the Bearcats 
dominated with eight straight 
points. In a classic seven timeout 
called by Head Coach Allison Gun-
ther, the Bearcats brought out their 
claws to seal the victory. 
Tag-team Danial Levent and 
Radu Wyrwas shined on the home 
court and paved the way for Ba-
ruch’s non-conference win. Team 
Captain Levent had an impressive 
game with 28 kills while Wyrwas 
recorded a total of 35 assists and 12 
kills. 
Th e Bearcats have won the last 
six of seven matches played, im-
proving their overall record to 8-6 
with the win against Mount Saint 
Vincent. 
Later that week, the Cats took 
on three conference rivals: City 
College, York College and arch rival 
Hunter College. 
Th e importance of communi-
cation on the court resonated with 
the team post-game. Senior Sergey 
Dudchenko commented, “[Mount 
Saint Vincent] played tough … but 
we kept communicating, kept talk-
ing and picked each other up.” 
Rookie Jan Wojdat added, “For 
the fi rst time since the beginning 
of the season, we played well as a 
team. We stepped it up [in the] last 
set and have to keep it up for the 
rest of the season.”  
Head Coach Allison Gunther 
sighed with relief after witnessing 
the intense match that kept her off  
her seat. “I’m just really excited they 
blew out in the end,” she grinned. 
“Th ey stepped it up and played the 
way I know they can play.”
With one-third of their sea-
son down, the Bearcats have fared 
well, winning six of seven matches 
played. Still, there is much to be 
done as the season approaches its 
peak, both from the athletes and 
the coaching end. 
“Th ey tend to get down on 
themselves, but when they’re 
pumped they play ten times better. 
As a coach, I have to fi nd out how to 
keep them pumped throughout the 
game,” Coach Gunther said. 
Th e team is currently fi nding 
what is best for them, mixing up the 
lineup and giving diff erent strategic 
plays a try. Even with some return-
ing players, the team is overwhelm-
ingly diff erent from last year’s.  
“We have to guide the fresh-
man” said junior Libero/Defense 
Specialist Levi Rachmanov, “As vet-
erans, we have to initiate commu-
nication on the court.” 
 Th e key to future victories for 
this year’s team? Communication 
on the court and playing funda-
mental volleyball. 
For a regular non-conference 
game, the match against Mount 
Saint Vincent was an important 
learning experience for the home 
team. 
“It all came together when it 
mattered,” stated Coach Gunther. 
“It was a team eff ort and I’m really 
proud of them.” 
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
OPINION EDITOR
A little over a week after 
Baruch’s basketball teams took 
down Hunter’s in the spectacular 
Battle of Lexington, the Hawks 
came back to the gym where they 
had so recently been defeated 
and obtained their revenge. 
On Saturday, Feb. 17, fans 
crowded the gym once more for 
the CUNY Athletic Conference 
championship quarterfi nal, the 
fi rst round of playoff s that had 
been highly anticipated by the 
Bearcats since their pre-season. 
Th e team was confi dent go-
ing into the game, though their 
recent victory over the Hunter 
Hawks had been a close one. 
“We were ready, we knew what 
we had to do,” said Head Coach 
Ray Rankis.
But, if fi fth-seed Hunter had 
an advantage, it was their thirst 
for revenge and their desire for 
victory against fourth-seed Ba-
ruch. “Human nature is [such] 
that when you lose, you become 
more desperate the next time 
around,” refl ected Rankis. 
Th e Hawks put forth their best 
eff ort, and at the forefront was 
Marlon Smith, a Division I trans-
fer student-athlete who scored 37 
points in the game, and was well 
supported by the team’s second-
ary players. By halftime, Hunter 
was winning 40-33, holding a 
signifi cant lead that would only 
grow to be more so right up until 
the sound of the fi nal buzzer.
As the game progressed, the 
Bearcats fought to try and keep 
the Hawks’ lead at a minimum. 
Even Tammer Farid’s 19 
points and George Kunkel’s 18 
points and nine rebounds were 
not enough to put the Bearcats 
back on track to victory, as the 
Hawks had a response for every-
thing the Bearcats came up with.
“I saw in [the players’] eyes 
the need for us as coaches to give 
them a magic elixir,” recalls Ran-
kis of his players’ attitude during 
the game, which eventually end-
ed with a score of 90-67 in favor 
of the Hunter Hawks. 
Th e reality that this was their 
last game this season left Ba-
ruch’s athletes and coaching staff  
stunned, angry and, in the case 
of a few seniors, in tears. 
CATS FIZZLE OUTCUNY honors stars
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e CUNY Athletic Conference 
held its Awards Luncheon Th urs-
day, Feb. 14 at the Water Club in 
Manhattan.  Th is annual luncheon 
celebrates the all-stars from the 
men’s and women’s basketball 
season, along with awarding the 
conference’s Most Valuable Players 
and Coaches of the Year.
Baruch’s men’s team had its lone 
representative, George Kunkel, 
who was awarded Second-Team All 
Conference this season. “It’s nice 
having everyone together, includ-
ing guys I’ve been playing against 
all year.” His head coach, Ray Ran-
kis, who spoke on behalf of the 
team, which won the CUNY North 
Division Title for the third straight 
year, joined Kunkel. 
Th is upgrade of talent through-
out the conference, however, is not 
as rampant on the women’s side. 
Th e Lady Bearcats continued their 
dominance over the conference 
this season, going 12-1 in CUNYAC 
play.  With their one loss to Lehm-
an (11-2) on the last conference 
game of the season, and just one 
other competitive game against the 
CSI Dolphins (12-1), the remain-
ing seven conference opponents 
for Baruch have given little, if any, 
challenge to the Bearcats.  
Chiresse Paradise, who was 
awarded First-Team honors this 
season, was quite candid in her 
opinion of the other teams, and 
their coaches, who vote on the 
awards at the end of the season. 
Asked if she felt snubbed in being 
placed on the First-Team, with the 
MVP award going to Lehman’s Sal-
ly Nnamani, Paradise responded, 
“It makes us look bad as a confer-
ence to know I’m the best player 
in the conference, and it appears 
people are making decisions based 
on politics.”  
Th e “politics” Paradise speaks 
of stems from a belief that other 
teams in the conference envy Ba-
ruch College and the success they 
enjoy. Dominique McClendon, also 
a recipient of First-Team honors, 
echoed Paradise’s thoughts: “Ev-
eryone feels that Baruch is cocky, 
but it’s confi dence.”  
CUNYAC Commissioner Zak 
Ivkovic agrees that the conference 
is lacking parity on the women’s 
side and feels that a large reason 
behind this problem is the coach-
ing instability.  
“We’re fortunate on the men’s 
side that we have a lot of veteran 
coaches … we have some growing 
pains on the women’s side,” said 
Ivkovic.
After a long off -season 
mired in syringes, steroids and 
scandal, the baseball season 
is exactly one month away. 
Th at’s right baseball fanat-
ics: Th e 2008 season of Major 
League Baseball has arrived. 
Our beloved New York Mets 
and New York Yankees are 
set to take the diamond, but 
the next time our teams take 
the fi eld you 
will notice 
some drastic 
changes. Exit 
Joe Torre. En-
ter Joe Girar-
di. Goodbye 
Tom Glavine. 
Hello Johan 
Santana. Wel-
come back 
Alex Rodriguez (minus Scott 
Boras).
With the Mitchell Report 
and the investigation involv-
ing multiple Cy Young Award 
Winners and former Yankee 
pitcher Roger Clemens grab-
bing baseball headlines, it’s 
been easy to look past what’s 
been happening in the Big Ap-
ple unless you live here. 
A-Rod tested the free agent 
market only to realize that the 
Yankees were the only team 
capable of paying him the cra-
zy sum of money he was cov-
eting, and that doesn’t even 
include incentives, which 
would bring his total payout 
to $314 million. Th is begs the 
question: Is he really worth it? 
Apparently, Yankee manage-
ment believes so. 
After last season’s embar-
rassing collapse in the fi nal 
two weeks, the truth is that 
this team can only get better 
with Santana on board. Only 
time will tell if this was a great 
investment for the Mets orga-
nization, but based on Santa-
na’s track record, the chances 
of the Mets being there in the 
end are defi nitely favorable. 
Th e fact that the Mets now 
have two Cy Young award win-
ning pitchers (the other being 
Pedro Martinez) to anchor 
a pitching rotation that also 
includes John Maine, Oliver 
Perez and Orlando Hernan-
dez means that the Mets have 
at least learned the cardinal 
rule in baseball: pitching wins 
championships. Th is explains 
why the Yankees have not won 
one since 2000 and why the 
Mets are surprisingly in a bet-
ter position to win one in the 
near future.  
Randolph and Girardi, you 
have your hands full. Good 
luck, but if there are any two 
managers that I think can 
handle it and give us what we 
want, it would be you two. 
And so with the New York 
Giants winning a Super Bowl 
championship and the New 
York Yankees and the New 
York Mets both primed to 
make a run at a World Series 
title, 2008 is shaping up to be a 
memorable year for New York-
ers.
Cracker-
Jack time
WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
Bearcat Prowler
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